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FOREWORD

This report presents data on various social and economic characteristics of
individuals and families that received benefits through the federal or state food
stamp programs in California. The data reflect general characteristics of this
population and are based on information obtained from the County Performance
Sample survey conducted by the California Department of Social Services
(CDSS) for Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2002—October 2001 through September
2002. This publication presents selected characteristics from the survey
process.

On August 22, 1996, President Clinton signed into law the Personal
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act (PRWORA) (Public Law
104-193). PRWORA, commonly called the Welfare Reform Act, overhauled the
nation’s welfare system and made significant changes to the federal Food Stamp
Program. Among the changes were the reduction of food stamps for able-bodied
adults without dependents and the elimination of benefits, except under certain
conditions, for legal immigrants. This curtailment of benefits for legal immigrants,
was somewhat offset by the California Food Assistance Program.

THE FOOD STAMP PROGRAM

The Food Stamp Program provides monthly benefits that assist low-income
households in purchasing the food they need to maintain adequate nutritional
levels.

National eligibility standards and benefit levels are established by Congress while
national administration of the program is provided by the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA), Food and Nutrition Service, which funds 100% of the
benefits. At the state level, the California Department of Social Services is
responsible for program supervision, with county administration.

Eligibility determination includes an assessment of income level; resources, such
as real and personal property; residency; employment status; and citizenship or
legal immigrant status. Households in which all members receive federally
funded public assistance benefits (CalWORKS) are considered categorically
eligible for food stamps.

California’s SSI/SSP recipients do not receive food stamps. Instead, they
receive cash equivalent (cash-out) as part of their SSI/SSP benefits.
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A Public Assistance Food Stamp Household (PAFES) is one in which all of its
members also receive public assistance.

A Nonassistance Food Stamp Household (NAFS) is one in which none or less
than all of its members also receive public assistance

Able-Bodied Adults Without Dependents (ABAWDS) ages 18 through 49 are
limited to three months of food stamps in three years, unless they work 20 or
more hours per week, participate in a workfare assignment, or participate in an
allowable work activity for at least 20 hours per week.

CALIFORNIA FOOD ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

To afford some level of benefit protection to certain legal noncitizens that were
deemed ineligible under PRWORA, the California Food Assistance Program
(CFAP) was implemented. The program became effective September 1, 1997,
and provides food stamp benefits to certain legal noncitizens that were deemed
ineligible for federal food stamps benefits solely due to their immigration status.
CFAP recipients are included with the federal food stamp recipients
presented in this publication.

SURVEY DISPLAY

For comparison purposes, the tables in this publication display NAFS and PAFS
data separately. Where appropriate, accompanying bullets make reference to
comparable 2001 data. The two periods cover the federal fiscal year ending
September 30 of 2001 and 2002, respectively. Also, except where noted, no
inflation adjustment has been made, but the California Department of
Finance calculated a 3.0 per cent increase in the U.S. Consumer Price Index
between 2001 and 2002.

Pie charts and bar charts, where appropriate, have been included as a visual aid
to assist the reader in the assimilation of the data. Moreover, the median and the
mean (average) have been computed for many of the tables. (The median is the
middle value of a data set; half the items in the set are larger and half are
smaller. A normally distributed data set will find the mean and the median fairly
close to one another. When the data set is not normally distributed, however, the
median and mean can be very different because such a data set will lack a well-
defined center point.)
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SURVEY DOCUMENT

Prior to the passage of PRWORA, County Performance Sample staff conducted
Quality Control (QC) reviews for the Aid for Families with Dependent Children
and Food Stamps Programs. While this is still the case, the tool used to
accomplish this process, the Quality Control Information System (QCIS), has
been modified and expanded to collect data elements and is currently known as
Q5i. Since the passage of PRWORA, data are collected by County Performance
Sample staff using Q5i for federal reporting requirements, policy development,
program evaluation, participation rate calculations and characteristic surveys.

Data in this report reflect characteristics of families receiving food stamps at least
one of the months during the time period of October 2001 through September
2002.

Information was derived from review of case records, third party verifications and
recipient interviews, which were conducted as a means of verifying data in the
files and to provide additional information that may not be found in the case
records. The Employment Development Department (EDD) base wage file and
the Medical Eligibility Data System (MEDS) file were used to supplement these
data.

Also, Charts 30 and 31 were constructed with data from the DFA 256 (Food
Stamp Program Participation and Coupon Issuance Report) and, in the case of
Chart 30, with data from the Employment Development Department.

SAMPLING INFORMATION

The sample cases for the food stamp portion of this survey were drawn from a
county Food Stamp Monthly Issuance File. This file consists of all certified
eligible households issued food stamps in a particular month.

Each month, a random sample of open cases is drawn from the 19 largest
counties (which represent approximately 90% of the statewide caseload) and an
additional sample is drawn from the remaining 39 counties as a whole. The total
sample for FFY 2002 consisted of 5,698 cases.
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DATA PRESENTATION

The data represented by tables in this publication were developed using
statistical methodology to expand the number of sample cases to the average of
the actual number of food stamp cases that received food stamps during the
twelve-month period. Since the sample was drawn from cases and not persons,
the person data were also expanded using statistically derived case weights.
Due to sample expansion, the frequencies may or may not be the same as those
found in other reports. Also, because of rounding, the frequencies may or may
not add to the totals vertically and/or horizontally. The differences are small,
however, and not significant.

RELIABILITY OF THE DATA

Since the information presented in the tables was based on a sample, it may
differ somewhat from figures that would have been obtained if a complete census
had been taken. Comparison of sample data with available actual data and with
data from comparable prior studies shows the information to be quite reliable.
However, as with all sample data, care should be exercised in the
interpretation of figures when based on a relatively small number of cases.

The food stamp survey is based upon a random sample selection process that
yields first level data with a confidence level of 95 percent and a precision of plus
or minus two percent.

IMPACT OF PRWORA

As noted in the Foreword, PRWORA was written to restrict the numbers of
ABAWDS and legal immigrants. Since the law has now been in effect for six
years, it may be instructive to compare the pre- and post-PRWORA periods to
see what changes have taken place. In the 1993 survey, the final and most
recent characteristics survey published prior to PRWORA, noncitizen food stamp
households made up about 20% of the total; in FFY 2002, they comprised about
18%. As noted earlier, CFAP has apparently moderated what could have been a
greater reduction among noncitizen households.

Such has not been the case for ABAWDS, however, which comprised nearly
68% of NAFS households in 1993. In FFY 2002, single-person NAFS
households made up only 42.5% of NAFS households. (Also see Chart 30, which
plots pre- and post-PRWORA periods versus unemployment.)

Also noted in the FFY 2002 data is the continued decline in PAFS cases as a
result of CalWORKS recipients timing out of the program pursuant to AB 1542.
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RECIPIENT PROFILE

Like the population at large, the food stamp population has a wide range of social
and economic characteristics. The following is a selection of some of the key
characteristics of the households receiving food stamps. For comparison
purposes, characteristics for 1993 (pre-PRWORA) are also presented.

2002 1993
Average age of head of household: 36.6 yrs. 34.6 yrs.
Average age of child: 8.3 yrs. 7.7 yrs.
Average number of persons per household: 2.7 2.7
Percent of recipients that are U.S. citizens: 90.8% 86.2%
H/H completing at least 12 years education:  55.2% N/A
Average F/S allotment per household: $199/mo. $160/mo.
Percent of food stamp recipients that also
received public assistance: 63.0% 70%
Percent of food stamp households that also
received public assistance: 49.8% 62%
Ethnicity of the head of household: 33.8% Hispanic  30.4%
30.1% White 32.4%
25.0% Black 24.4%
10.3% Other 12.8%
Ethnicity of the food stamp recipients 46.4% Hispanic  N/A
20.7% White N/A
18.8% Black N/A
12.9% Other N/A
Percent of single-person NAFS households  42.5% 60.8%
Roughly 25% percent of food stamp households have received  N/A

food stamps for five years of more. Compared with all food

stamp households, this subgroup:

Had more earnings used to determine the food stamp allotment

($593 versus $526);

Had fewer people completing 12 or more years of education

(46% versus 55%);

Had a larger average household size (3.2 members versus 2.7); and

Was more likely to be Hispanic and less likely to be Vietnamese.

Vi
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FOOD STAMP TABLES AND CHARTS
Table/Chart
Number

Gender/Ethnicity/Citizenship

Gender of the Head of the Food Stamp Household

Gender of the Food Stamp Recipients

Citizenship Status of the Head of the Food Stamp Household
Citizenship Status of the Food Stamp Recipients

Ethnicity of the Head of the Food Stamp Household

Ethnicity of the Food Stamp Recipients

Refugee Status of the Head of the Food Stamp Household
Refugee Status of the Food Stamp Recipients

O~NO U PAWNERE

Age/Household Size
9 Age of the Head of the Food Stamp Household
10 Age of Children of the Food Stamp Recipients
11 Elderly or Disabled Status of the Head of the Food Stamp Household
12 Number of Persons in the Food Stamp Household
12a Number of Children in the Food Stamp Household
13 Number of Persons in the Same Living Quarters not included
in the Food Stamp Household

Income
14 Source of Unearned Income
15 Source of Earned Income
16 Net Income Used to Determine the Food Stamp Allotment

Education
17 Student Status of the Head of the Food Stamp Household

18 Education Level of the Head of the Food Stamp Household

18a Ethnicity of the Head of the Food Stamp Household with Less Than
12 Years of Education

18b Average/Median Size of the Food Stamp Household in which the Head of the
Household Has Less than 12 Years of Education—by Ethnicity

18c Net Income Used to Determine the Food Stamp Allotment for
Households in which the Head of the Household Has Less than 12
Years of Education

Benefits

19 Number of Uninterrupted Months since the Initial Food Stamp Application

19a Ethnicity of the Head of the Food Stamp Household that Received Food Stamps
Continuously for Five Years or More

19b Number of Persons in the Food Stamp Household that Received Food Stamps
Continuously for Five Years or More

19c Net Income Used to Determine the Food Stamp Allotment for Households that
Received Food Stamps Continuously for Five Years or More

19d Education Level of the Head of the Food Stamp Household that Received Food
Stamps Continuously for Five Years or More

Vii
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Table/Chart
Number

20
21
22

23
24

25
26
27
28
29

30
31

Length of Certification Period of the Food Stamp Household

Amount of Food Stamp Allotment per Household

Longest Continuous Period for which at Least One Member of a Food
Stamp Household Received AFDC/CalWORKs

Resources
Resources Owned by the Food Stamp Household
Vehicles Owned by the Food Stamp Household

Expenses/Deductions/Reporting

Food Stamp Households Claiming Utility Expense

Food Stamp Households Allowed Excess Shelter Deduction
Food Stamp Households Allowed A Dependent Care Deduction
Reporting Status of the Food Stamp Household

Food Stamp Household Reported Budget Month Shelter Cost

Trend Charts—Food Stamp Program
Households: October 1995 — October 2002
Recipients: October 1995 — October 2002

viii



GENDER/ETHNICITY/CITIZENSHIP




Food Stamp Household Characteristics Survey
Federal Fiscal Year 2002

TABLE 1

GENDER OF THE HEAD OF THE FOOD STAMP HOUSEHOLD

TOTAL CLASSIFICATION
GENDER HOUSEHOLDS PUBLIC ASSISTANCE NONASSISTANCE
Number | Percent Number | Percent Number | Percent
Total 683,094 100.0 340,077 100.0 343,017 100.0
Not Applicablell 201,048 29.4 125,378 36.9 75,670 22.1
Head of Household: 482,046 70.6 100.0 214,699 63.1 100.0 267,347 77.9 100.0
Male 116,419 24.2 23,287 10.8 93,132 34.8
Female 363,877 75.5 191,412 89.2 172,465 64.5
Unknown 1,750 0.3 0 0.0 1,750 0.7
1/ "Not Applicable" refers to those households in which the parents or responsible household members were not designated as head of

household or authorized representative due to their alien, SSI/SSP or other ineligible recipient status.

The proportion of male heads of household increased nearly five percentage points
since FFY 2001 when they comprised 19.3% of all heads of household.
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TABLE 2

GENDER OF THE FOOD STAMP RECIPIENTS

TOTAL CLASSIFICATION
GENDER RECIPIENTS PUBLIC ASSISTANCE NONASSISTANCE
Number |  Percent Number | Percent Number Percent
Total 1,824,474 100.0 1,149,486 100.0 674,988 100.0
Male 838,790 46.0 511,323 44.5 327,467 48.5
Female 973,282 53.3 637,549 55.5 335,733 49.7
Unknown 12,402 0.7 614 0.1 11,788 1.7

The ratio of male to female food stamp recipients changed marginally, with the

proportion of male recipients increasing by two percentage points since FFY 2001.
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TABLE 3

CITIZENSHIP STATUS OF THE HEAD OF THE FOOD STAMP HOUSEHOLD

TOTAL CLASSIFICATION
CITIZENSHIP STATUS HOUSEHOLDS PUBLIC ASSISTANCE NONASSISTANCE
Number | Percent Number | Percent Number | Percent
Total 683,094 100.0 340,077 100.0 343,017 100.0
Not Applicablel/ 201,048 29.4 125,378 36.9 75,670 221
Head of Household: 482,046 70.6  100.0 214,699 63.1 100.0 267,347 77.9 100.0
Citizen 408,934 84.8 183,749 85.6 225,185 84.2
Noncitizen 71,275 14.8 30,863 14.4 40,412 15.1
Unknown 1,837 0.4 87 0.0 1,750 0.7
1/ "Not Applicable" refers to those households in which the parents or responsible household members were not designated as head of

household or authorized representative due to their alien, SSI/SSP or other ineligible recipient status.

The proportion of noncitizen heads of household decreased from 18.4% in FFY 2001
to 14.8% for FFY 2002.
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TABLE 4

CITIZENSHIP STATUS OF THE FOOD STAMP RECIPIENTS

TOTAL CLASSIFICATION
CITIZENSHIP STATUS RECIPIENTS PUBLIC ASSISTANCE NONASSISTANCE
Number | Percent Number | Percent Number | Percent
Total 1,824,474 100.0 1,149,486 100.0 674,988 100.0
Citizen 1,657,355 90.8 1,071,366 93.2 585,989 86.8
Noncitizen 154,630 8.5 77,419 6.7 77,211 114
Status Unknown 12,489 0.7 701 0.1 11,788 1.7

Commensurate with the reduction in noncitizen heads of household (Table 3),

the proportion of noncitizen recipients decreased by roughly three percentage
points since FFY 2001.
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ETHNICITY OF THE HEAD OF THE FOOD STAMP HOUSEHOLD

TABLE 5

TOTAL CLASSIFICATION
ETHNICITY HOUSEHOLDS PUBLIC ASSISTANCE NONASSISTANCE
Number | Percent Number | Percent Number | Percent
Total 683,094 100.0 340,077 100.0 343,017 100.0
Not Applicable® 201,048 29.4 125,378  36.9 75,670 22.1
Head of Household: 482,046 70.6 100.0 214,699 63.1 100.0 267,347 77.9 100.0
Hispanic 163,170 33.8 74,363 34.6 88,807 33.2
White 145,314 30.1 65,667 30.6 79,647 29.8
Black 120,722 25.0 51,610 24.0 69,112 25.9
Viethamese 17,473 3.6 9,122 4.2 8,351 3.1
Other Asian or Pacific Islander 32,282 6.7 13,833 6.4 18,449 6.9
Unknown 3,085 0.6 104 0.0 2,981 1.1

1/

"Not Applicable” refers to those households in which the parents or responsible household members were not designated as head of
household or authorized representative due to their alien, SSI/SSP or other ineligible recipient status.

The proportion of each ethnicity remained virtually unchanged from that of FFY 2001; i.e.,

none varied more than .5 percentage points.
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TABLE 6

ETHNICITY OF THE FOOD STAMP RECIPIENTS

TOTAL CLASSIFICATION
ETHNICITY RECIPIENTS PUBLIC ASSISTANCE NONASSISTANCE
Number |  Percent Number |  Percent Number |  Percent
Total 1,824,474 100.0 1,149,486 100.0 674,988 100.0
Hispanic 847,364 46.4 520,713 45.3 326,651 48.4
White 376,919 20.7 236,830 20.6 140,089 20.8
Black 343,351 18.8 231,300 20.1 112,051 16.6
Viethamese 67,902 3.7 49,307 4.3 18,595 2.8
Other Asian or Pacific Islander 167,499 9.2 109,831 9.6 57,668 8.5
Unknown 21,439 12 1,505 0.1 19,934 3.0

At 46.4%, Hispanics continued to be the largest food stamp recipient group, exceeding
the combined total of blacks, whites and Viethamese (43.2%).
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TABLE 7

REFUGEE STATUS OF THE HEAD OF THE FOOD STAMP HOUSEHOLD

TOTAL CLASSIFICATION
REFUGEE STATUS HOUSEHOLDS PUBLIC ASSISTANCE NONASSISTANCE
Number | Percent Number | Percent Number | Percent
Total 683,094 100.0 340,077 100.0 343,017 100.0
Not Applicable® 201,048 29.4 125,378 36.9 75,670 22.1
Head of Household: 482,046 70.6 100.0 214,699 63.1 100.0 267,347 77.9 100.0
Refugee 10,623 2.2 5,670 2.6 4,953 1.9
Nonrefugee 469,170 97.3 208,866 97.3 260,304 97.4
Status Unknown 2,253 0.5 163 0.1 2,090 0.8

1/ "Not Applicable" refers to those households in which the parents or responsible household members were not designated as head of
household or authorized representative due to their alien, SSI/SSP or other ineligible recipient status.

Heads of household with refugee status declined by two percentage points from FFY 2001,
which is consistent with the decrease in noncitizens noted in Tables 3 and 4.
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TABLE 8

REFUGEE STATUS OF THE FOOD STAMP RECIPIENTS

TOTAL CLASSIFICATION
REFUGEE STATUS RECIPIENTS PUBLIC ASSISTANCE NONASSISTANCE
Number |  Percent Number |  Percent Number |  Percent
Total 1,824,474 100.0 1,149,486 100.0 674,988 100.0
Refugee 37,171 2.0 25,108 2.2 12,063 1.8
Nonrefugee 1,774,435 97.3 1,123,526 97.7 650,909 96.4
Status Unknown 12,868 0.7 852 0.1 12,016 1.8

Food stamp recipients with refugee status decreased from roughly 63,000 in FFY
2001 when they comprised 3.5% of total recipients, to just over 37,000 in FFY 2002
comprising 2% of recipients.
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TABLE 9

AGE OF THE HEAD OF THE FOOD STAMP HOUSEHOLD

TOTAL CLASSIFICATION
AGE HOUSEHOLDS PUBLIC ASSISTANCE NONASSISTANCE
Number | Percent Number | Percent Number | Percent
Total 683,094 100.0 340,077 100.0 343,017 100.0
Not Applicable® 201,048 29.4 125378  36.9 75,670 22.1
Head of Household: 482,046  70.6 100.0 214699 63.1 100.0 267,347 779 100.0
Under 20 Years 27,482 5.7 17,175 8.0 10,307 3.9
20 - 29 Years 129,669 26.9 70,980 33.1 58,689 22.0
30 - 39 Years 136,069 28.2 72,755 33.9 63,314 23.7
40 - 49 Years 106,046 22.0 40,519 18.9 65,527 24.5
50 - 59 Years 55,069 11.4 12,730 5.9 42,339 15.8
60 - 64 Years 14,117 2.9 306 0.1 13,811 5.2
65 Years and Older 13,398 2.8 83 0.0 13,315 5.0
Age Unknown 196 0.0 151 0.1 45 0.0
Avg. Age of Head of HH (Years) 36.6 32.1 40.1

1/ "Not Applicable" refers to those households in which the parents or responsible household members were not designated as head of
household or authorized representative due to their alien, SSI/SSP or other ineligible recipient status.

FFY 2001 when it was 36.1 years.

The average age of the head of the food stamp household was virtually unchanged from

Roughly 77% of heads of household were between 20 - 49 years of age during FFY 2002.
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TABLE 10

AGE OF CHILDREN OF THE FOOD STAMP RECIPIENTS

TOTAL CLASSIFICATION
AGE RECIPIENTS PUBLIC ASSISTANCE NONASSISTANCE
Number | Percent Number | Percent Number | Percent
Total 1,824,474 100.0 1,149,486 100.0 674,988 100.0
Adults in the F/S Household 577,119 31.6 289,193 25.2 287,926 42.7

Children in the F/S Household: 1,247 355 68.4  100.0 860,293 74.8  100.0 387,062 57.3  100.0

Under 6 Years 438,852 35.2 267,989 31.2 170,863 44.1

6 - 10 Years 389,733 31.2 291,883 33.9 97,850 25.3

11 -15 Years 298,440 23.9 226,780 26.4 71,660 185

16 - 20 Years 119,273 9.6 72,784 8.5 46,489 12.0

21 Years and Older 311 0.0 271 0.0 40 0.0

Age Unknown 746 0.1 586 0.1 160 0.0
Average Age of Child (Years) 8.3 8.6 7.5

The average age of 8.3 years for recipient children has remained virtually unchanged since
FFY 1999. In FFY 1998, it was 7.6 years.

>

Thirty-five percent of all recipient children were under six years old during FFY 2002.
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ELDERLY OR DISABLED STATUS OF THE HEAD OF THE FOOD STAMP HOUSEHOLD

TABLE 11

TOTAL CLASSIFICATION
LDERLY OR DISABLED STATU HOUSEHOLDS PUBLIC ASSISTANCE NONASSISTANCE
Number | Percent Number | Percent Number | Percent
Total 683,094  100.0 340,077  100.0 343,017  100.0
Not Applicable® 201,048 29.4 125,378 36.9 75,670 22.1
Head of Household:? 482,046 70.6  100.0 214,699 63.1  100.0 267,347 77.9  100.0
Elderly® 27,516 5.7 389 0.2 27,127 10.1
Disabled” 80,363 16.7 15,345 7.1 65,018 24.3
Not Elderly or Disabled 384,669 79.8 202,505 94.3 182,164 68.1

1/ "Not Applicable" refers to those households in which the parents or responsible household members were not designated as head of

household or authorized representative due to their alien, SSI/SSP or other ineligible recipient status.

2/ Because a case may have more than one of the listed characteristics, the sum of the corresponding numbers exceeds the total number

of heads of household. The corresponding percentages are calculated to that subtotal.
3/ Those aged 60 and over are considered elderly for food stamp purposes.
4/  The "Disabled" category includes those who are deemed physically/mentally unfit for employment.

FFY 2002.

The nonassistance "Elderly" category increased from 7.9% in FFY 2001 to 10.1% for




CHART 11

ELDERLY OR DISABLED STATUS OF THE HEAD OF THE FOOD STAMP HOUSEHOLD

Elderly
5.7%

Disabled
16.7%

Not Elderly or Disabled
79.8%

Note: See footnote 2/, Table 11.




Food Stamp Household Characteristics Survey
Federal Fiscal Year 2002

NUMBER OF PERSONS IN THE FOOD STAMP HOUSEHOLD

TABLE 12

TOTAL CLASSIFICATION
PERSONS IN HOUSEHOLD HOUSEHOLDS PUBLIC ASSISTANCE NONASSISTANCE
Number |  Percent Number |  Percent Number |  Percent

Total 683,094 100.0 340,077 100.0 343,017 100.0
One Person 193,937 28.4 48,275 14.2 145,662 425
Two Persons 173,700 25.4 117,078 34.4 56,622 16.5
Three Persons 141,021 20.6 86,885 25.5 54,136 15.8
Four Persons 82,891 12.1 45,126 13.3 37,765 11.0
Five Persons 53,843 7.9 25,539 7.5 28,304 8.3
Six or More Persons 37,702 55 17,174 51 20,528 6.0

Avg./Median Number of Persons 27120 2.8/3.0 25/2.0

since FFY 1998, averaging between 2.7 - 2.8 persons.

two-person households were the largest group of public assistance households.

Note: The food stamp household size may differ from the actual family size.

The number of persons in the food stamp household has remained virtually the same

Single-person households were the largest group of nonassistance households, while




CHART 12

NUMBER OF PERSONS IN THE FOOD STAMP HOUSEHOLD

Six or More Persons
Five Persons 5.5% One Person
7.9% 28.4%

Four Persons
12.1%

Three Persons
20.6% Two Persons
25.4%




Food Stamp Household Characteristics Survey
Federal Fiscal Year 2002

NUMBER OF CHILDREN IN THE FOOD STAMP HOUSEHOLD

TABLE 12a

TOTAL CLASSIFICATION
CHILDREN IN HOUSEHOLD HOUSEHOLDS PUBLIC ASSISTANCE NONASSISTANCE
Number |  Percent Number |  Percent Number |  Percent

Total 683,094 100.0 340,077 100.0 343,017 100.0
No Children 129,910 19.0 2,447 0.7 127,463 37.2
One Child 194,799 28.5 134,630 39.6 60,169 17.5
Two Children 168,303 24.6 104,185 30.6 64,118 18.7
Three Children 105,235 154 54,425 16.0 50,810 14.8
Four Children 50,581 7.4 26,386 7.8 24,195 7.1
Five Children 20,654 3.0 10,229 3.0 10,425 3.0
Six or More Children 13,612 20 7,775 2.3 5,837 1.7

Avg./Median Number of Children 1.8/2.0 2.1/2.0 1.5/1.0

Households with three or more children were about as common in nonassistance
households as in public assistance households.

Note: The food stamp household size may differ from the actual family size.

Roughly 99% of public assistance households had at least one child in the household
versus 63% of nonassistance households.




CHART 12a

NUMBER OF CHILDREN IN THE FOOD STAMP HOUSEHOLD

Six or More Children
2.0%

No Children
19.0%

Five Children
3.0%

Four Children
7.4%

Three Children
15.4%

Two Children
24.6%

One Child
28.5%




Food Stamp Household Characteristics Survey

Federal Fiscal Year 2002

TABLE 13

NUMBER OF PERSONS IN THE SAME LIVING QUARTERS
NOT INCLUDED IN THE FOOD STAMP HOUSEHOLD

TOTAL CLASSIFICATION
OUSEHOLDS WITH OTHER PERSON HOUSEHOLDS PUBLIC ASSISTANCE NONASSISTANCE
Number | Percent Number | Percent Number | Percent
Total 683,094 100.0 340,077 100.0 343,017 100.0
Households With No Other Persons 339,223 49.7 148,836 43.8 190,387 55.5
Households With Other Persons: 343,871 50.3 100.0 191,241 56.2 100.0 152,630 445 100.0
One Person 150,430 43.7 83,555 43.7 66,875 43.8
Two Persons 93,187 27.1 53,494 28.0 39,693 26.0
Three Persons 36,956 10.7 19,304 10.1 17,652 11.6
Four Persons 24,752 7.2 15,781 8.3 8,971 5.9
Five Persons 15,432 45 6,335 3.3 9,097 6.0
Six or More Persons 23,114 6.7 12,772 6.7 10,342 6.8
Average Number of Other Persons 2.3 2.3 2.3

The 2.3 average number of persons in the same living quarters (not included in the food

stamp household) was identical to the amount reported for FFY 2001.

The proportion of households with no other persons (49.7%) is nearly 4 percentage points
higher than that reported for FFY 2001 (45.8%).
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TABLE 14

SOURCE OF UNEARNED INCOME

INCOME SOURCE

TOTAL
HOUSEHOLDS

CLASSIFICATION

PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

NONASSISTANCE

Number|

Percent | Avg./Med.

Number|

Percent | Avg./Med.

Number| Percent | Avg./Med.

Total

No Unearned Income

Unearned Income:
Public Assistance Grant
Gen. Asstl/Gen. Relief
Worker's Compensation
Social Security
Unemployment Comp.

Other Unearned Inc.?

683,094 100.0

139,630

543,464
434,272
60,857
5,228
8,120
24,632

40,038

20.4

79.6 100.0 $521 /$530

340,077 100.0

11,611

3.4

328,466 96.6 100.0 $525 / $548

79.9 $549 / $548
11.2 $231/ $221
1.0 $788 /$680
1.5 $620 / $632
4.5 $537/ $510

7.4 $484 / $465

326,247
0

1,447
1,826
5,579

9,798

343,017 100.0

128,019 37.3

214,998 62.7 100.0 $515/$474

99.3 $547 / $548

0.0 $0

/$0

0.4 $674 / $680
0.6 $635/ $632
1.7 $404 / $404

3.0 $217/$110

108,025 50.2 $557 / $548
60,857 28.3 $231/%$221
3,781 1.8 $832/$865
6,294 2.9 $615/ $643
19,053 8.9 $576 / $568
30,240 14.1 $571/ $632

1/ Because a case may fall into more than one of the listed categories, the sum of the corresponding numbers exceeds the Unearned Income subtotal. The

corresponding percentages are calculated to that subtotal.
2/ Includes government and non-government disability, pensions, alimony, deemed income, and veterans benefits.

. The average amount of the public assistance grant, $549, is $25 higher than that reported
for FFY 2001 and remains the primary source of unearned income for food stamp recipients.

. Nonassistance households collecting unemployment compensation increased from 6.9% in
FFY 2001 to 8.9% for FFY 2002. There was also a $77 increase in the average monthly

amount of that compensation to those households.
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TABLE 15

SOURCE OF EARNED INCOME

INCOME SOURCE

TOTAL
HOUSEHOLDS

CLASSIFICATION

PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

NONASSISTANCE

Number| Percent | Avg./Med.

Number| Percent | Avg./Med.

Number| Percent | Avg./Med.

Total

No Earned Income

Earned Income:"
Salary/Wages
Self-Employment
Other Earned Income

683,094 100.0

450,151 65.9

232,943 34.1 100.0 $834/$790

340,077 100.0

221,296 65.1

118,782 34.9 100.0 $799/$785

343,017 100.0

228,855 66.7

114,161 33.3 100.0 $869 / $800

221,162 94.9 $840 / $819
12,600 5.4 $561/ $429
2,086 0.9 $638/ $673

111,985 94.3 $802 / $819
6,590 5.5 $584 / $200
1,765 1.5 $728 /$673

109,177 95.6 $879 / $840
6,010 5.3 $536 / $450
321 0.3 $143/ $150

1/ Because a case may have more than one of the listed characteristics, the sum of the corresponding numbers exceeds the subtotal. The
corresponding percentages are calculated to that subtotal.

. Total earned income for FFY 2002 averaged $834 per month. While this was $59 more
than the $775 reported for FFY 2001, it represented only a $39 inflation-adjusted increase
in real purchasing power.

. Roughly 95% of earned income came from salaries and wages versus 98% for FFY 2001.

Note: Earned income data were supplemented with data from the Employment Development Department wage file.
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TABLE 16

NET INCOME USED TO DETERMINE THE FOOD STAMP ALLOTMENT

TOTAL CLASSIFICATION
NET INCOME HOUSEHOLDS PUBLIC ASSISTANCE NONASSISTANCE
Number | Percent Number | Percent Number | Percent
Total 683,094 100.0 340,077 100.0 343,017 100.0
No Net Income 124,727 18.3 26,103 7.7 98,624 28.8
Net Income: 558,367 81.7 100.0 313,974 92.3 100.0 244,393 71.2 100.0
$1 - $200 134,553 241 61,665 19.6 72,888 29.8
$201 - $400 134,039 24.0 84,763 27.0 49,276 20.2
$401 - $600 102,504 18.4 65,537 20.9 36,967 15.1
$601 - $800 74,293 13.3 43,390 13.8 30,903 12.6
$801 - $999 42,484 7.6 21,889 7.0 20,595 84
$1,000 and More 70,494 12.6 36,730 11.7 33,764 13.8
Avg./Median Amount of Net Income $526 / $414 $524 1 $414 $528 / $400

-

For total households, the average amount of net income used to determine the food stamp

allotment increased from $500 in FFY 2001 to $526 for FFY 2002. Adjusted for inflation,
this amounted to an increase of $14 in real purchasing power.
experienced a $17 inflation-adjusted increase in real purchasing power while NAFS
households experienced a $3 increase.

PAFS households
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