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AFDC/CalWORKs Program 
Monthly Caseload and Unemployment Rates

July 1985 - June 2008
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TRENDS
l The overall caseload has declined 48.8% since March 1995, the highest point in California's caseload.

l    California's caseload has declined 43.5% since December 1996, when California's Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Program began.

l California's caseload has declined 34.4% since CalWORKs was implemented in January 1998 (between January 1998 and June 2008).

l California's caseload has declined 18.8% since the implementation of the Separate State Program (between October 1999 and June 2008).

l California's caseload hasincreased  4.9% in the last twelve months (between July 2007 and June 2008).

July August September October November December January February March April May June

Caseload 552,962 556,279 555,657 555,243 556,500 557,593 561,295 562,495 566,835 570,192 567,779 565,816

Unemp. Rate 7.3 7.2 7.2 7.1 6.8 6.9 6.7 6.9 6.9 6.8 6.8 6.7

Caseload 565,173 569,929 572,214 577,132 577,612 582,300 585,055 586,774 592,176 592,846 589,474 584,344

Unemp. Rate 6.7 6.6 6.6 6.5 6.5 6.4 6.3 6.2 6.1 5.9 5.7 5.7

Caseload 581,645 582,163 582,370 583,239 580,574 584,006 584,911 586,972 593,457 592,220 586,383 584,983

Unemp. Rate 5.6 5.6 5.6 5.5 5.4 5.4 5.3 5.2 5.3 5.3 5.4 5.4

Caseload 582,901 590,367 592,513 593,306 593,291 597,742 601,174 600,898 607,727 609,404 608,092 607,947

Unemp. Rate 5.3 5.4 5.4 5.3 5.2 5.1 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.1

Caseload 604,710 612,431 616,197 620,301 622,529 628,417 642,091 646,541 656,544 659,648 661,103 664,551

Unemp. Rate 5.1 5.1 5.2 5.2 5.2 5.2 5.0 5.1 5.2 5.4 5.4 5.5

Caseload 666,032 675,002 678,038 683,001 688,425 697,304 707,419 718,888 729,218 738,525 745,372 750,892

Unemp. Rate 5.6 5.8 6.1 6.4 6.8 6.9 7.0 7.4 7.7 7.8 7.7 7.7

Caseload 754,700 763,199 767,848 775,733 780,246 788,588 797,046 802,715 809,594 813,981 814,095 817,187

Unemp. Rate 7.8 7.7 7.8 7.9 8.0 8.2 8.4 9.0 8.9 9.0 9.1 9.3

Caseload 817,998 823,224 826,480 831,520 831,030 839,415 843,924 848,765 861,681 867,913 868,315 872,453

Unemp. Rate 9.4 9.6 9.7 9.7 9.7 9.7 9.7 9.6 9.5 9.3 9.4 9.4

Caseload 873,768 880,021 879,468 884,546 888,350 896,002 902,361 904,275 915,733 918,930 918,265 918,814

Unemp. Rate 9.4 9.3 9.3 9.3 9.3 9.2 9.2 9.3 9.0 8.8 8.9 8.7

Caseload 917,289 919,092 916,017 916,656 913,599 922,661 924,913 919,917 932,345 927,982 922,133 919,526

Unemp. Rate 8.6 8.5 8.3 8.1 7.9 7.8 8.0 7.8 7.8 7.9 8.0 7.9

Caseload 910,272 907,072 907,487 904,655 899,094 901,382 904,150 901,428 905,660 903,006 896,820 892,726

Unemp. Rate 7.9 7.8 7.8 7.8 7.9 7.7 7.6 7.6 7.6 7.5 7.3 7.2

Caseload 882,164 879,586 869,862 860,016 854,851 845,607 838,820 835,140 828,562 820,986 806,823 788,975

Unemp. Rate 7.2 7.1 7.0 6.9 6.9 6.8 6.7 6.6 6.4 6.4 6.3 6.3

Caseload 776,022 769,904 756,950 751,262 740,221 732,304 727,695 717,288 714,853 711,228 699,164 689,220

Unemp. Rate 6.2 6.2 6.2 6.2 6.1 6.1 6.1 6.1 6.0 6.0 6.0 5.9

Caseload 675,540 669,237 656,261 653,003 646,402 641,359 639,059 629,027 630,301 626,534 617,872 607,278

Unemp. Rate 5.9 5.9 6.0 5.8 5.8 5.8 5.6 5.6 5.5 5.4 5.3 5.2

Caseload 606,485 599,784 591,977 587,947 579,718 574,696 573,202 565,452 567,549 559,885 548,382 545,958

Unemp. Rate 5.1 5.0 5.0 4.9 4.9 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.1 5.0 5.1 5.1

Caseload 529,940 522,009 520,050 523,933 522,574 520,660 517,592 511,307 512,571 511,555 501,598 505,298

Unemp. Rate 5.1 5.0 4.9 4.8 4.8 4.7 4.7 4.7 4.8 5.0 5.1 5.2

Caseload 500,482 499,169 497,818 497,439 502,019 504,298 503,738 505,132 506,236 503,836 499,266 496,783

Unemp. Rate 5.4 5.6 5.8 6 6.3 6.4 6.5 6.6 6.7 6.7 6.7 6.8

Caseload 488,382 490,928 486,446 481,275 483,344 482,071 480,610 480,944 478,602 480,939 480,875 478,411

Unemp. Rate 6.7 6.7 6.7 6.7 6.8 6.8 6.9 6.8 6.8 6.8 6.9 6.9

Caseload 474,776 479,299 478,455 476,327 476,691 476,005 480,092 480,437 486,446 487,003 486,511 486,745

Unemp. Rate 6.9 6.9 6.8 6.8 6.7 6.7 6.5 6.4 6.4 6.4 6.3 6.3

Caseload 488,492 488,204 489,908 490,790 490,209 493,095 491,813 490,785 491,692 490,284 488,341 487,746

Unemp. Rate 6.2 6.1 6.1 6.0 6.0 5.9 5.9 5.7 5.6 5.5 5.5 5.5

Caseload 483,288 482,886 481,041 479,041 475,567 476,667 476,310 472,723 473,180 472,013 470,494 468,597

Unemp. Rate 5.4 5.3 5.3 5.3 5.2 5.1 5.1 4.9 4.9 5.0 4.9 4.9

Caseload 464,313 464,853 463,160 462,427 459,646 460,161 459,141 456,782 457,569 456,697 456,618 456,001

Unemp. Rate 4.8 4.9 4.9 4.8 4.8 4.9 5 5.0 5.0 5.2 5.3 5.3

Caseload 454,956 457,657 457,069 460,003 461,581 463,333 466,522 469,252 472,147 474,958 476,518 477,413

Unemp. Rate 5.4 5.5 5.6 5.7 5.7 5.9 5.9 5.7 6.2 6.2 6.8 7.0
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