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Overview: Human trafficking is a form of modern-day slavery. Victims of human 
trafficking are young children, teenagers, men, and women. According to the United
States (U.S.) Department of State, approximately 800,000 to 900,000 victims annually
are tracked across international borders world wide, and between 18,000 and 20,000 of
those victims are trafficked into the U.S. Victims of human trafficking are subjected to
force, fraud, and/or coercion, for the purpose of sexual exploitation or forced labor.

Many victims of human trafficking are forced to work in prostitution or the sex 
entertainment industry, but trafficking also occurs in forms of labor exploitation, 
such as domestic servitude, restaurant work, janitorial work, sweatshop factory 
work, and migrant agricultural work.

After drug dealing, trafficking in persons is tied with arms dealing as the second 
largest criminal industry in the world, and is the fastest growing.

Federal Legislation: The Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 made human 
trafficking a federal crime and made certified victims of human trafficking eligible 
for federally-funded benefits and services to the same extent as refugees. The
Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act of 2003 extended eligibility for 
federally-funded benefits and services to certain family members of victims.  

California Legislation: Senate Bill 180 (Chapter 239, Statues of 2005) and Assembly
Bill 22 (Chapter 240, Statues of 2005) became laws on January 1, 2006, making human
trafficking a crime in California, and establishing the California Alliance to Combat
Trafficking and Slavery (CA ACTS) Task Force to study the problem of human 
trafficking in California and develop strategies for combating the crime. In 2006,
Senate Bill 1569 (Chapter 672, Statutes of 2006) “Services and Benefits for 
Non-Citizen Victims of Human Trafficking, Domestic Violence, and Other Serious
Crimes” was introduced. This bill was signed by Governor Schwarzenegger on
September 29, 2006 and became law effective January 1, 2007. This legislation 
established a state-funded program for victims who are not eligible for federal 
benefits and services to the same extent as persons admitted to the U.S. as refugees.
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