STATE OF CALIFORNIA - HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES AGENCY ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, Governor

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES
744 P Street, Sacramento, CA 95814

February 11, 2004

REFUGEE COORDINATOR LETTER NO. 04-02

TO: COUNTY REFUGEE COORDINATORS

SUBJECT: POTENTIAL FUNDING FOR HMONG REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT

The refugee community has expressed their concern about meeting the resettlement needs of
the Hmong refugees currently living at the Wat Thamkrabok Buddhist Temple in Thailand. The
purpose of this letter is to inform you of a potential funding source for resettlement programs to
assist in the resettlement of the Hmong.

The Office of Refugee Resettlement’s (ORR) standing announcement, Services for Recently
Arrived Refugees, invites submission of grant applications for funding on a competitive basis
for projects under Category 2, Unanticipated Arrivals. ORR states that Category 2 grants are
intended for immediate need created by unanticipated arrivals. Examples of situations in which
applicants may request funds under

Category 2 are: (1) the existing service system does not have culturally and linguistically
compatible staff; (2) refugee services do not currently exist; or (3) the service capacity is not
sufficient to accommodate significant increases in arrivals. Public and private non-profit
organizations may apply for a grant ranging from $100,000 to $200,000

for a single 17-month period to assist a minimum of 100 refugees per year. Under the standing
announcement, the ORR states that they will observe February 28, of each year as the closing
date for applications.

The Refugee Programs Branch (RPB) recommends that interested organizations proceed in
developing their grant applications and submit them directly to ORR by the February 28, 2004
closing date. Please refer to the ORR standing announcement for more detailed information.
You may access this on the ORR website at:
http://www.acf.dhhs.gov/programs/orr/funding/newrefugees.htm. Please inform the

RPB if your organization submits an application to ORR. This will enable us to better
understand the Hmong refugee needs which are being identified and plans to address them.
The RPB will provide additional information regarding the resettlement of the Hmong as it is
confirmed.

Please contact Janet Sandlin at (916) 654-1246 or Kathy Noble at (916) 654-1376 to advise the
RPB that your organization is submitting a grant application to ORR, or if you have any
questions.

Sincerely,

Original signed by
Thuan Nguyen
On February 11, 2004

THUAN NGUYEN, Chief
Refugee Programs Branch
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