UPDATED INFORMATIVE DIGEST

Currently, group home regulations lack direction for the administrator or facility manager and his
or her responsible designee as it relates to alowing children in care to participate in
extracurricular, enrichment, and social activities. In addition, existing regulations require
training for caregivers of foster family homes, transitional housing placement programs, foster
family agencies, small family homes, and administrators of group homes.

The proposed regulations have been drafted to apply the "Reasonable and Prudent Parent
Standard" to group homes and to adopt new training requirements.

Assembly Bill (AB) 2096, (Chapter 483, Statutes of 2008), amended Welfare and Institutions
Code sections 362.05 and 727 and requires a group home administrator or facility manager, or
his or her responsible designee to apply the "Reasonable and Prudent Parent Standard,” as
defined in 362.04(a)(2), when determining whether to allow group home children (i.e., wards and
dependents) to participate in age-appropriate extracurricular, enrichment, and social activities.
AB 2096 required designated staff to take steps to determine the appropriateness of the activity
considering the child' s age, maturity, and developmental level.

The proposed regulations clarify and create standards for group home administrators or facility
managers, or his or her designee in regard to applying a "Reasonable and Prudent Parent
Standard." These proposed regulations are intended to clarify the definition of "Reasonable and
Prudent Parent Standard,” to guide its application to group homes when determining whether to
alow children (i.e, wards and dependents) to participate in age-appropriate and
developmentally-appropriate extracurricular, enrichment, and socia activities, and to amend
various sections of the group home regulations to allow for the day-to-day application of this
standard.

The proposed regulations will add new training requirements for specified staff in group homes,
small family homes, foster family agencies, foster family homes, and transitional housing
placement programs. As specified in Health and Safety Code sections 1522.41 (¢)(1)(J) and
1529.2 (b)(3)(G), amended by AB 3015, (Chapter 557, Statute of 2008), this new training
provides basic instruction on existing laws and procedures addressing the safety of foster youth
at school and to ensure a harassment and violence free school environment.

Adopting these new training requirements will assist in educating group home administrators and
licensed caregivers on what schools are doing to promote student safety, and harassment and
violence prevention. Applicable statutes have been added to handbook for easy reference.



