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DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES
764 P Street, M.S. 19-31
Sacramento, CA 95874

(916) 445-9124

January 4, 1984

ALL-COUNTY LETTER NO. 84-03

TO:

A1l Public and Private Adoption Agencies
Al County Welfare Departments
ATl SDSS Adoptions District Offices

SUBJECT:  "The Adoption Information Act of 7983" [AB 2095)

RETERENCE ;

Assembly Bill 2096 (Chapter 1162, Statutes of 1983) was signed into Taw by the
Governer on September 27, 1983. We have enclosed a copy of the chaptered bill
and an outline of the effective dates of each statutory provision. The legis-
lative purpose of the act is twofold:

Ao To ensure availability of complete medical information on the adoptee
and the adoptee's birth parents to the adopting parents and the adoptee
in both independent and relinguishment adoptions.

8. To establish a procedure which enables an adoptee and birth parent to
receive identifying information about each other when certain conditions
are met.

Summary and Impact:

1.

Section 3 of the act requires that the medical report on the child which is
currently a part of the procedure for the placement of a child in a relinquishment
adoption also be submitted to the prospective adoptive parents in an independent
adoption.

Section 4 of the act requires that the Department or licensed adoption agency
which made the report required by Civil Code Section 224s shall, upon the
request of an adult adoptee, an adoptee who is a minor but is married, or a
minor adoptee at the request of the adopting parent, provide the adoptee with
a copy of the medical report.

A person who is denied access to a medical report may petition the superior
court for a review of the reasonableness of the Department's or Ticensed
adoption agency's decision.

The Department or licensed adoption agency may charge a reascnable fee, as
established by the Department, to cover the costs of providing the reports.
Fees are to be waived for those dependent on public assistance.
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Section & of the act requires that, in all cases which involve a court action

to terminate parental rights, the parent or parents who are the subjects of the
court action shall be sent a written notice which encourages the birth parent

to keep the Department or Ticensed adoption agency informed of the birth parent's
current address in order to permit the agency to respond to vequests for

medical or social history.

Section 6 of the act requires the Department %o adopt a statement to be presented
te both birth parents and prospective adoptive parents which specifies that the
birth parent should keep the Department or licensed adoption agency informed about
health problems which could affect the child. The birth parent should also keep
the Department or licensed adoption agency informed of his or her current address.
The statement informs the birth parent or prospective adoptive parent that
identifying information may be provided to an adoptee under certain circumstances,
that the signed relinquishment or consent is filed with the county clerk and is
confidential, and that the birth parent may change his or her mind regarding the
provision of identifying information.

The Department is required to deveiop a form to be signed by the birth parent at
the time a relinquishment or consent is signed which specifies that an adoptee
may obtain identifying information about a birth parent, and the birth parent
should indicate, by checking the appropriate box on the form, whether he or she
wants his or her name-and address disclosed.

Attached for your information is a copy of Form AD 908 which specifies the above
information. The supply of this form is expected to be available approximately
January 3, 1984, from the DSS Warehouse and can be ordered following the usual
procedgures, :

The Statement of Understanding for the relinguishment and independent adoption
programs must be amended to conform to the requirements of AB 2096. The
amended versions of these forms are expected to be available the latter part of
March, 1984, Until the forms are available, agencies are instructed to modify
statements signed after January 1, 1984, in accordance with the instructions
attached to this notice.

Section 7 of the act delineates the process to be followed in the disclosure
of identifying information.

The Department is authorized to charge a reasonable fee to cover the costs of
processing requests for information.

The Department is required to respond to a regquest for identifying information
within 20 working days of the request. Requests may be forwarded to licensed
adoption agencies.

The Department is directed to publicly announce the availability of the new
means of contact between adoptees and birth parents.

Section 8 of the act requires the Department to adopt regulations for the
release of information which would cause emotional trauma in a reasonable person.
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7. Section 12 of the act requires the Department to develop a schedule of fees
required by the act.

8. Section 13 of the act establishes 1iability for damages under the act at $250.00
for each act or omission.

Due to the complexity of the procedures mandated by this bill and the need for
specificity and clarity in its implementation, the Department is seeking follow-up
Tegislation to further clarify the provisions of the act.

If you have any questions, please contact John McConnell, State Adoptions Policy
Unit at (916) 323-0470.

Adult and Family Services Division
Attachments

cc:  CWDA
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é ATTACHMENT B

The Department is currently modifying its Statement of Understanding for the independent
and relinguishment adoption programs. Until these forms are available in the D.S.S.
Warehouse, the agency should make the following alterations in all statements of
understanding signed after January 1, 1984:

FORM NUMBER STATEMENT 70 BE DELETED

Reiinquishment Adoption Program

AD 885 Page 2, item 10, second paragraph
, Page 2, item 14, first sentence of second paragraph
AD 8B8HA Page 2, item 9, second paragraph
Page 2, item 13, first sentence of second paragraph
AD 885B Page 1, item 6, second paragraph
Page 2, item 10, first sentence of second paragraph
AR 899 Page 2, item 16, second paragraph
Page 2, item 21, first sentence of second paragraph
AD 893A Page 2, item 15, second paragraph
& Page 2, item 20, first sentence of second paragraph

AD 8998

Independent Adoption Program

AD 887 Page 1, item 12, first sentence of second paragraph
AD BR7A Page 1, item 11, first sentence of second paragraph
AD 8878 Page 1, item 9, first sentence of second paragraph

AD 800 Page 2, item 17, first sentence of second paragraph
AD S00A Page 2, item 16, first sentence of second paragraph

AD S00B Page 2, item 14, first sentence of second paragraph




7 Attachment C

" STATE OF CALIFORNIA — HEALTH AND WELFARE AGENCY DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES

ADOPTIONS INFORMATION ACT REOUFRED STATEMENT AND FORM

instructions:
1. Section A — To be completed by DSS District Office/licensed adoption agency.

2. Section B — To be completed and signed by the birth parent and witnessed by two persons, one of whom
should be an authorized representative of the Department of Social Services/licensed adoption
agency.

3. Copy to parent; Original to file.

SECTION A
Chiid's Name Child’s Birthdate
Name and Address of Adoption Agency/DSS District office
%
SECTION B

{1} It is in the best interest of the child that you as the birth parent keep the department or the licensed adoption
agency to whom the child was relinquished for adoption informed of any health problems that you develop
that could affect the chiid.

{2) It is extremely important that you as the birth parent keep your addess current with the department or the
licensed adoption agency to whom the child was relinguished for adoption in order to permit a response to
any inquiries to the depariment concerning medical or social history.

(3) The relinquishment or consent will be filed in the office of the county cierk of the county in which the
adoption takes place and it is not open to inspection by any persons other than the parties to the adoption
proceedings, their attorneys, and the State Department of Social Services, except upon order of the judge
of the superior court. '

{4) Section 227 of the Civil Code authorizes a person who has been adopted and who attains the age of 21 to
petition the State Department of Social Services or the iicensed adoption agency that joined in the petition
for his or her adoption to obtain the name and address of his or her birth parent indicate whether you wish
your name and address to be so disclosed by checking the appropriate box provided in #6 below.

{5} Yau as the birth parent may change your decision as to whether or not you wish your name and address
disclosed, at any time, by sending a notarized letter to that effect, by registered mail, return receipt requested,
to the State Department of Social Services or to the licensed adoption agency that joined in the petition
for adoption.

{6} indicate by checking one of the boxes below whether or not you wish‘ your name and address to be so
disciosed.

7 ves 0 no L] UNCERTAIN AT THIS TIME: WILL NOTIFY AGENCY AT LATER DATE.

Signature of Birth Parent Date

Signature of Department/Agency Representative Title

Signature of Witness

AD 908 {12/R3;
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