STATE OF CALIFORNIA ~ HEALTH AND WELFARE AGENCY EDMUND G, BROWN JR., GOVERNOR

DEPARTKENT OF BENEFIT PAYMENTS
44 P Street, Sacramento 95814
316} L445«0814

August 27, 1975

ALL-COUNTY LETTER NO. 75-190

. T0: All County Welfare Directors

SUBJECT: Food Stamp Program - Outreach Brochures
REFERENCE:

Coples of the revised "Food Stamps Can Help" information leaflet (sample
attached) are being sent directly to all county welfare departments.
Additional copies ghould be ordered from Publications, Department of Benefit
Peyments, 744 P Street, Sacramento, California 95814; 916-445-0814. There
iz no charge for this publication,

This revision contsins additional information on the Food Stamp program, but
does not meke the March 1975 leaflet obsolete. Copies of the March version
may be used until the supply is exhausted,

"Food Stamps Can Help" is designed specifically for potential food stamp
applicants and should be made available to individuals and local organizations.

The leaflet is being translated into Spanish and a sample copy of the Spanish
verzion will be sent when these are sveilable.
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The Food Stamp Program

The federal government sponsors the Food
Stamp Program to meet the nutritional needs of
tow-income people who cannot afford 1o buy encugh
food. Race, color, religious creed, national origin, and
political beliefs have nothing to do with food stamp
eligibility. Anyone who wants to apply for food
stamps has a fegal right to do so.

Food stamps are coupons in different dolfar
amounts which can be used like money to buy food at
stores which display a U.S. Department of Agriculture
sign that says, ““We accept food coupons.”” The
coupons are not good for nonfood items such as
tobacco, liguor, dog food, vitamins, or soap, and they
cannot be exchanged for money.

Facts About Food Stamp Eligibility

You may be considered as a food stamp
househotd alone, with your family, or with a group of
persons who buy, store, and cook their food together
and share expenses.

You must be a resident of the county where you
apply for food stamps.

You must have access to cooking fa ies in
yvour home, unless you live In a state-approved drug
addiction or alccholic treatment center, or unless you
are B0 or older and are eligibie for meais-on-wheels or
communal dining.

it you and each other person in your household
receive AFDC payments, you are eligible for food
stamps  without regard to  income and resource
eligibility standards,

¥ you are aged, blind, or disabled and vou
receive Supplemental Security Income/State
Suppiementary Payment {SSI/S5P) benefits, you are
‘not eligible. The bonus value of food stamps is
included in your monthly gold check. People who live
with yvou, however, may apply for food stamps.

If you are between 18 and &b and are not
employed, you wili probably have 1o register for work
at a State Employment Development Department
office to be eligible for food stamps. The county
weifare department wiil tell you if this rule applies 1o
yOul.

If no one in your household receives welfare
payments .

& You and the persons you five with may not have
more than a total of $1,500 worth of assets such

as cash savings, bank and checking accounts, U.5.
savings bonds, stocks, and bonds. This does not
count your home and lot, car, life insurance,
household goods, or personal belongings. {f you
five with at least one other person who is
applying for food stamps with you and one of
you is 60 or oider, vour total asseis may be
worth $3,000.

@ Your total income minus certain deductions such
as taxes, medical costs, and certain child care and
housing costs mast be within income limits set
by the federal government. These limits are based
an the number of persons in your household.

How To Apply for Food Stamps

Cail or go to your local county welfare office
and ask for a food stamp application. When you go to
the welfare office . . . .

@ Take papers such as receni wage stubs, earnings
and deductions statements, educational grant
award ietters, Social Security or Veterans award
letters, and seffemployment bookkeeping records
which show your income and the icome of each
person who lives with you,

¢ Take a list which shows how much you and the
persons you live with pay for rent, wutilities,
phone, and doctor's care, inciuding the cost of
transportation to and from the doctor.

@ |f you cannot appiy for food stamps yourself
because of  work, thealth, or a specific
transportation  problem, you may ask  a
responsible adult to apply for you. Be sure that
person takes all of the information described
above to the weltare cifice.

@ Asle for heip if you have any questions about the
application form.

If you need food immediately, ask to tatk to a
county eligibility worker and tell that person why you
need food right away. You may gualify to receive food
stamps or another form of help that day.

Federal law requires the county weifare
department to tell you if you are eligible within 30
days after you turn in an application which clearly
shows your name and address. if you are eligible the
county must issue an authorization to purchase food
stamps to you by the end of the same 30-day period.

If you are found to be inefigible, you may
reapply in a few months. Changes in the eligibility

tabies are made every January and July to refiect
changes in the cost of living.

How the Food Stamp Program
Works

If vou are found to be eligible . . . .

@ You and the persons you live with are called a
food stamp “household.”

% Your household will buy or be given a certain
amount of food stamps. The amount of food
stamps and the price of food stamps for your
household will depend on how many persons you
live with, how much you earn together, and how
many allowable income deductions you have.

@ You may receive food stamps free or for a very
tow price if your household has an extremely
fow income after deductions. Regardiess of the
amount of your purchase price, you will pay iess
than the food stamps are worth. This “bonus”
value will save you money and enable you io
buy more food.

® You will buy your food stamps directly from the
county or through agents such as banks, credit
unions, or post offices.

@ You can buy food stamps once ar fwice a month
and you may choose to buy all, 3/4, 1/2, or 1/4
of the amount of food stamps your household is
aligibte 1o receive.

% You may be ahle to have the purchase price of
vour food stamps deducted from your welfare
payment if anyone in your househoid receives g
welfare payment. I you do this, you must bay
the full amount of stamups your hous id is

eligible to receive.

What To Do If You Disagree With
the County’s Actions

If you are not eligible, a county worker wili
explain why. Be sure you understand. The county will
also send you a written explanation of the reason you
do not gualify for food stamps.

If you are dissatisfied, and you cannot reach
agreement with your worker and the county, you may
request a fair hearing by the state. This must be done
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