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SUBJECT: REVISION TO ALL COUNTY LETTER (ACL) NO. 07-05: COUNTY
TEMPORARY ASSISTANCE FOR NEEDY FAMILIES (TANF) WORK
PARTICIPATION RATE DATA REPORTING

The purpose of this errata is to provide clarification about a county’s ability to sanction a
recipient for failing to provide proof of satisfactory progress. This errata transmits a
revision to the above-referenced ACL regarding TANF work participation rate data
reporting. This ACL contained a question and answer section which answered questions
from a data reporting standpoint; however, some answers overlapped with policy issues.

Question 16 of Attachment 4 (Questions and Answers about the County Work
Participation Rate) was written solely from a data reporting perspective, which has caused
confusion to County Welfare Departments (CWDs) regarding their ability to sanction a
recipient for failing to provide proof of satisfactory progress. Please replace question 16
with this revised text:

Question 16: Can the county sanction a recipient for not reporting or verifying monthly
activities?

Answer: Counties cannot sanction an individual for not reporting or verifying his or her
participation if the verification is solely for the purpose of obtaining documentation to meet
federal data reporting requirements. However, counties should note that a recipient can
be sanctioned for not reporting or providing verification of monthly activities when the
provision of such documentation is required as proof of satisfactory progress in any
assigned program activity. As specified in Manual of Policies and Procedures (MPP)
Section 42-711.81, the criteria for satisfactory participation include regular attendance and
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satisfactory progress. Recipients who are required to participate in Welfare-to-Work who
fail or refuse to comply with program requirements in assigned activities and whose failure
to make satisfactory progress is not due to a medical problem or a learning disability are
subject to compliance and sanction requirements pursuant to MPP Section 42-721.2 and
4. According to MPP Section 42-711.811, the CWD or service provider must inform the
participant of the standards for meeting the regular attendance and satisfactory progress
requirements for his or her assigned activity(ies). The requirements can include proof of
satisfactory progress through a monthly attendance document. Counties need to ensure
that recipients have been informed of the requirements both orally and in writing prior to
the performance of the activity(ies).

For federal data reporting purposes, only hours of participation that have been
documented in the case file and verified will be counted in the numerator of the work
participation rate.

If you have any questions regarding CalWORKSs policy or need additional information
regarding the information in this letter, please contact your California Department of Social
Services Employment Bureau county consultant at (916) 654-2137. If you have any
guestions related to Federal Data Reporting, please contact your Federal Data Reporting
and Analysis Bureau county consultant at (916) 515-3525.

Sincerely,

Original Document Signed By:
CHARR LEE METSKER

Deputy Director

Welfare to Work Division

c: CWDA





