STATE OF CALIFORMNIA-~HEALTH AND WELFAE  JGENCY

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES
744 P Street, Sacramento, CA 95814

March 15, 1990

ALL COUNTY INFORMATION NOTICE KO. I-20-60

TC: ALL COUNTY WELFARE DIRECTORS
ALL COUNTY PROBATION DEPARTMENTS
ALL SDSS3 ADOPTION DISTRICT OFFICES

SUBJECT: FOSTER CARE OVERPAYMENTS

The purpose of this letter is to advise Counties about the due
process reguirements which must be followed when collecting
overpayments in the Aid to Families with Dependent Children-
Fester Care (AFDC-FC) program,

Section 11004 of the Welfare and Institutions Code reguires that
overpayments which cccur in public sSocial services programs must
be collected. Therefore, aid in the form of AFDC-FC provided on
behalf of any child is subject to the collection of overpayments
Wwhen appropriate.

However, before implementing collection of such overpayments in
the AFDC-FC program, Counties must meet the due process
requirements of Division 22, Manual of Policlies and Procedures
{MPP). MPP Section 22-021 requires that adequate notice be given
whenever a County demands the repayment of an overpavment,
Adequate notice is defined by MPP Section 22-001 (a) (1) as a
"Wwritten nctice informing the claimant of the action the County
intends to take, fthe reasons for the intended action, the
specific regulations suppoerting such action, an explanation of
the claimant's right t¢o request a state hearing, and if
appropriate, the circumstances under which aid will be continued
if a hearing is requested.,”

Counties are advised Lo continue collecting AFDC-FC overpayments
by requesting voluntary repayment or pursuing civil remedies.
The Department will be developing additiocnal policies and
procedures that will assist Counties in recoupment of
overpayments in the AFDC-FC program,.




Should you have any questions concerning this letter, please
contact your Foster Care Program Bureau Consultant, at (916)

Ues5-0813.

Deputy Director
Welfare Program Division




