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STATE OF CALIFORMNIA—HEALTH AND WELFARe AGENCY

744 P Street, Sacramento, CA 95814
(916) 323-3401

April 9, 1586

ALL-COUNTY INFORMATION NOTICE NO, 1-35-86
TO: ALL COUNTY WELFARE DIRECTORS

SUBJECT: IN-HOME SUPPORTIVE SERVICES ASSESSMENTS RESULTING
FROM AB 3398 (CHAPTER 364, STATUTES OF 1984)

Several counties have expressed concern about potential In-Home Supportive
Services (IHSS) administrative cost increases resulting from the
implementation of Chapter 364, Statutes of 1984 (AB 3398) by the Department
of Health Services (DHS). That statute requires that under specified
conditions, DHS include the cost of THSS as an income deduction when
determining eligibility for California Medical Assistance {Medi-Cal) and that
an assessment, consistent with THSS regulations, be conducted by social
services staff, to verify the need for "in-home services". The amount of the
deduction will be determined by Medi-Cal eligibility workers in accordance
with procedures established by DHS.

DHS implemented the provisions of AB 3398 through Ali-County Welfare
Directors Letter (ACWDL) 85-~51 (July 8, 1985). ACWDL 85-51 describes the
procedures necessary to complete the process and document the number of cases
resulting From AB 3398.

You will note from this letter that Maedi-Cal workers may refer various cases
to IHSS for a determination of need and eligibility for IHSS. Such cases
should be processed the same as referrals from any other sources and an
assessment of client need for IHSS should be completed.

Cases that are approved for Medi-Cal with the cost of THSS as an income
deductrion, and which remain on Medi~Cal, may require a new IHSS assessment
afrer twelve (12) months have lapsed since the initial assessment. During
the First gquarter of this fiscal year (1983-86), there were less than ten
such cases statewide. We, therefore, do not anticipate a significant impact
of AB 3398 on IHSS. However, we will continue with DHS to monitor the bill's
impact on IHSS. In the event that there is a major increase, we will re-
evaluate the need for increased funding.

If vou have any questions, please contact your Adult and Family Services
Operations Consulpgnt at (916) 445-0623.

Deputy Director
Adult and Family Services Division
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