STATE OF CALIFORNIA—HEALTH AND WELFARE AGEMCY

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES
744 P Street, Sacramento, CA 95814
{816) 322-5330

July 10, 1984

ALL=COUNTY INFORMATION HNOTICE I- 65-84

. TO: ALL COUNTY WELFARE DIRECTORS

SUBJECT: INVALID BIRTH CERTIFICATES

REFERENCE:

The State recently received the attached information from the Social Security
Administration's Office of Family Assistance (OFA) warning of an increased
probability that invalid birth certificates will be presented to public agencies.

MPP 42-111, Evidence of Age, provides that determination of a child's age shall
be based on acceptable evidence which the county determines to be substantive
and genuine. First among the many acceptable kinds of evidence listed in this
section of the manual are birth certificate and birth record., Ixtra care should
now be taken in determining that this type of evidence is both substantive and
genuine, in view of the increased likelihood that invalid evidence will be
presented.

If you have any questions, please call the AFDC Policy Implementation Bureau
at 9916) 322-5330
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Invalid Birth Certificates

A number of organizations, including hospitals,
have been offering partially completed or blank
birth certificates in response to public interest
for dolls and other similar toys that offer
"adoption papers." We have also become aware of
situations where blank birth certificates have been
stolen.

Accurate and verifiable birth inforwation is
essential in deteruwining entitlement in State AFDC
programs and programs administered by the Social
Security Administration (SSA). The acceptance of
fraudulently obtained or otherwise invalid birth
certificates that give the appearance of being
"official” can seriously coumpromise the inteyrity
of these programs. Thus, States are advised to use
caution in determining the acceptability of
evidence for eligibility factors associated with
birth verification.

S5A has taken several steps to counteract this
problem. One is to revise the Welfare Enumeration
Manual to reflect stricter evidentiary
requirements. Applicants who allege birth in the
United States will be asked to submit a U. 8.
public record of birth established before age 5
which is issued by a State or local Bureau of Vital
Statistics. If one is not readily available, or it
does not exist, or the applicant is foreign born,
the applicant will be asked to submit other
evidence of age established betore age 5. If none
ol these recurds exist, alternative evidence is
then requested as specified in the knumeration
Manual. Coding changes will also be issued with
this revision.
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All bStates, whether ov not they have an agreement
with 55A to take applications for Social Security
Numbers should contact thelr S54 bDistrict OLlices
tor information on this problem as well as secure
an updated listing ot organizations with
guestiounable certilication procedures. Where
indications exist that a "birth certificate” may be
invalid, the agency stwould request other prelerred
evidence of age or verity the birth with the State
or local Bureau of Vital Statistics. State and
Feceral yuality Control will also bLe guided by this
criteria in verifying eligibility and payment status
of sample cases.

The rollowing list of the most recent incidentcs is
provided for your information:

o Hospitals in Iowa issued over 3,500 certiricates
nationally in response to their offer to provide
such documents upon request. Certificates have
most of the characteristics of authentic forms
except the seal reads "Century Seal" instead ot
"Birth Certificate."

0 A Medina, Ohio agency reported the loss of pads of  —
unnumnbered birth certificates which are now
appearing in neighboring areas of Kentucky and
Pennsylvania.

o Blank birth certificates are reported missing
from a Lakewood, kew Jersey, Bureau of Vital.
Statistics.

o A Maryland hospital is oftering "pirth
certificates” to persons making a contribution to
the hospital's auxiliary fund.

INQULIKIES TU: Kegilonal Administrators, OFA
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