
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

   
 
July 14, 2008 
 
 
ALL COUNTY INFORMATION NOTICE NO. I-53-08 
 
 
TO: ALL COUNTY WELFARE DIRECTORS 
 ALL EBT COORDINATORS 
 ALL FOOD STAMP COORDINATORS 
 
 
SUBJECT: CLIENT OUTREACH TO PROMOTE ELECTRONIC BENEFIT 
 TRANSFER (EBT) CARD USE AT AUTHORIZED FARMERS’ MARKETS 
 
 
The purpose of this notice is to encourage counties to inform clients about local 
participating farmers’ markets that accept EBT cards.   As you may know, farmers’ 
markets provide a wide array of fresh fruits and vegetables at reasonable prices.  By 
shopping at farmers’ markets, clients can maximize their limited budgets and eat 
nutritious foods.  Counties have been active in recruiting new markets over the past 
several years.  Several new markets have been added throughout the state since 2004. 
 
Counties are encouraged to let clients know which farmers’ markets accept EBT.  
Attached is a current list of these markets, including their hours of operation.  Also 
attached is a brochure that was developed by the California Department of Public 
Health for Alameda County and promotes the consumption of fresh fruits and 
vegetables, which can be customized to identify local farmers’ markets that accept EBT 
cards.  A soft copy of the customizable brochure is available on CD-ROM in English and 
Spanish.  Although the CD-ROM does not include any additional languages, counties 
may copy the translated text from the attached brochure or counties may develop their 
own informational materials for distribution to clients.  Informational materials can be 
distributed to clients through direct mailing and over-the-counter at county offices.   
 
It is also helpful for counties to train clients on how to use their EBT card at a farmers’ 
market.  For markets that use scrip, clients will need to go to the market manager to 
pre-purchase scrip, which can be spent at various farmers’ stalls.  At locations that don’t 
use scrip, clients will simply present their EBT card to the vendor to swipe for the exact 
amount of purchase. 
 
The California Department of Social Services has produced colorful signage that 
can be prominently displayed at the farmers’ markets to show they accept EBT 
cards.  Counties are encouraged to work with their local farmers’ markets to 
conduct client outreach. 

REASON FOR THIS TRANSMITTAL 

[  ] State Law Change 
[  ] Federal Law or Regulation 
 Change 
[  ] Court Order 
[  ] Clarification Requested by 
  One or More Counties 
[X] Initiated by CDSS 
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The following outreach efforts are underway in the state: 
 

1. The City and County of San Francisco has designated a single point of 
contact, Ms. Ylonda Calloway, Food Stamp Program Support Analyst, to 
actively work with farmers to help them through the paperwork needed for 
participation in EBT.  Ms. Calloway is also overseeing client outreach 
efforts in her county.  She is available as a resource to other counties that 
are interested in modeling San Francisco County’s efforts.  She can be 
reached by telephone at (415) 558-4153 or by email at 
Ylonda.Calloway@sfgov.org. 

 
 

2. Mike Green, Retail/Benefit Access Support for the State EBT Project, 
maintains a statewide listing of all the Food and Nutrition Service (FNS)-
authorized farmers’ markets that are accepting EBT.  He can provide 
counties with periodic updated information on newly-authorized markets 
that are participating in EBT.  Mr. Green can be reached by telephone at 
(916) 263-4905 or by email at mike.green@osi.ca.gov. 

 
If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact Tonya Zuniga, 
Analyst, EBT and Welfare Technology Unit, at (916) 654-1421.  To receive a 
free CD-ROM of the customizable brochure, please contact Julie Cabral at  
(916) 654-1874. 
 
Original Document Signed By: 
 
DEBORAH ROSE, Chief 
Program Integrity Branch 
 
Attachments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Welcome
Bienvenido EBT

Funded by USDA's Food Stamp Program through University of California DANR. The University does not engage in discrimination or harassment on the basis
of race, religion, sex, disability, age, or sexual orientation --- consistent with the provisions of applicable State and Federal laws and University policies"

Enjoy
Disfrute 
Farm-Fresh Fruits
and Vegetables

Frutas y Vegetales
Frescos Directos

de la Huerta

FARMERS ’  
MARKETS

Eat 5-9 servings of fresh fruits 
and vegetables every day for 
better health. 

Coma entre 5 y 9 porciones 
diarias de frutas y 
vegetales frescos para 
mejorar su salud.

Use Your Card
Puede Usar Su Tarjeta

California Farmers’ Markets



What are Farmers’ Markets? Farmers’ Markets are open-air markets, usually open for a few hours at the same time and
place every week, where local farmers sell directly to customers. At California farmers’ markets, you can usually find fresh fruits and
vegetables, bread, eggs, fish, herbs and much more.

Can I afford to buy fresh fruits and vegetables? Yes! A variety of fresh food you enjoy, and know how to
prepare, is available in season, often at lower prices than at the supermarket.

Can I use my food stamps and EBT card at farmers’ markets? Yes! Just bring your food stamps or EBT
card with you when you shop at the farmers’ market and ask at the market information booth how to use it. All markets listed on the
back of this brochure will accept food stamps or EBT cards for eligible foods.

How do I get food stamps or an EBT card? Whether you are working or unemployed, have a large family or
live alone, you (and your family) may be eligible to receive food stamps. With your new EBT card, your food stamp benefits can buy
more healthy food at local grocery stores and farmers' markets. Contact your county public assistance office to request a food stamp
application or learn how to apply.

¿Qué Son Los Mercados de Agricultores? Los Mercados de Agricultores son mercados al aire libre, que normal-
mente abren durante unas pocas horas, a la misma hora y en el mismo lugar todas las semanas, y donde los agricultores locales
venden directamente a los clientes. En los mercados de agricultores usted podrá encontrar normalmente frutas y vegetales frescos,
pan, huevos, hierbas y mucho más.

¿Puedo Comprar Frutas y Vegetales Frescos Sin Pagar Demasiado? Sí! Hay una variedad de alimen-
tos frescos que a usted le gustan, y que sabe cómo preparar, que están disponibles en temporada, muchas veces a precios más
bajos que en el supermercado.

¿Puedo Usar Mis Cupones de Alimentos o Mi Tarjeta Tarjeta de Transferencia Electrónica
de Beneficios (EBT) en Los Mercados De Agricultores? Sí! Simplemente traiga con usted sus cupones de
alimentos o su tarjeta EBT cuando venga a comprar al mercado de agricultores, y pregunte en el puesto de información del merca-
do cómo usarla. Todos los mercados mencionados en el reverso de este folleto aceptan cupones de alimentos o tarjetas EBT para deter-
minados alimentos.

¿Cómo Consigo Cupones De Alimentos O Una Tarjeta EBT? Ya sea que este trabajando o desempleado,
que tenga una familia numerosa o viva solo, es posible que usted (y su familia) sean elegibles para recibir cupones de alimentos.
Con su nueva tarjeta EBT, los beneficios que ofrecen sus cupones de alimentos le permitirán comprar alimentos más saludables en
las tiendas de comestibles locales y en los mercados de agricultores. Llame hoy a la oficina de asistencia pública en su condado y
pida una solicitud de cupones de alimentos o información sobre cómo solicitarlos.  

No afectara su estado inmigratorio si usa programas tales como cupones de alimentos, WIC, comidas escolares o ningún otro programa de nutrición.












