
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

   
 
 
 
June 9, 2009 
 
 
 
ALL COUNTY INFORMATION NOTICE NO. I-46-09 
 
 
TO:   ALL COUNTY WELFARE DIRECTORS 
   ALL COUNTY REFUGEE COORDINATORS 
 
 
SUBJECT: TIME-ELIGIBILITY FOR REFUGEE CASH ASSISTANCE AND 

ENTRANT CASH ASSISTANCE RECIPIENTS 
 
 
REFERENCES: MEDI-CAL ELIGIBILITY PROCEDURES MANUAL, ARTICLE 24; 

TITLE 45 CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS, PART 400, 
SUBTITLE B, REFUGEE CASH ASSISTANCE, AND PART 401, 
CUBAN/HAITIAN ENTRANT PROGRAM; MANUAL OF POLICIES 
AND PROCEDURES SECTIONS 69-200, 69-300, AND 22-001 

 
This notice is to inform counties that programming changes have been made to the 
Medi-Cal Eligibility Data System (MEDS) to assist counties with the timely termination of 
cash aid to Refugee Cash Assistance (RCA) and Entrant Cash Assistance (ECA) clients 
whose eligibility for benefits expire. 
 
Background 
 
Individuals who are admitted into the United States under the immigration statuses 
identified in Manual of Policies and Procedures (MPP) Sections 69-202.1 and 69-302 
may be eligible for eight months of RCA or ECA, pursuant to MPP Sections 69-205.24 
and 69-303.  Counties must terminate RCA/ECA benefits at the end of the eight-month 
eligibility period.  Any RCA/ECA benefits paid to clients beyond their eight months of 
time-eligibility are considered to be overpayments and must be recouped in accordance 
with MPP Section 69-212. 
 
MEDS Changes 
 
The MEDS is now programmed so that it issues an alert to a county 90 days before the 
end of an RCA or ECA recipient’s eight-month eligibility period for cash assistance.   
 

REASON FOR THIS TRANSMITTAL 

[  ] State Law Change 
[  ] Federal Law or Regulation 
 Change 
[  ] Court Order 
[  ] Clarification Requested by 
  One or More Counties 
[X] Initiated by CDSS 
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The system also has been modified so that it automatically terminates cash assistance 
payments to RCA and ECA recipients after their eight-month eligibility period expires. 
 
After receiving a 90-day “time-expiration” alert from MEDS, counties must continue to 
issue a notice of action to RCA or ECA recipients no later than ten days before their 
ending date of aid, as required by MPP Section 22-001(t)(1).  To terminate RCA and 
ECA, counties may use the NA 991 (10/03), Notice of Action- Refugee Cash Assistance 
(RCA)/Entrant Cash Assistance (ECA) MC-Decrease/Expiration (Time-Expiration).  A 
copy of the NA 991 may be accessed from the California Department of Social Services’ 
website at http://www.dss.cahwnet.gov/cdssweb/entres/forms/English/NA991.PDF. 
 
If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact Ms. Camille Ancona, 
Analyst, Refugee Programs Bureau, at (916) 653-7785. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Original Document Signed By: 
 
VENUS GARTH, Chief 
Child Care and Refugee Programs Branch 
 
 


