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SUBJECT: OPTION TO MODIFY COUNTY TEMPORARY ASSISTANCE FOR
NEEDY FAMILIES (TANF) WORK PARTICIPATION RATE ENTERPRISE
Il LITE (E2Lite) SAMPLE SIZE

This notice transmits information regarding an option available to County Welfare
Directors that may provide workload relief by lowering the precision and the sample size
for the County Work Participation Rate (CoWPR) E2Lite sample cases established by
the Federal Data Reporting and Analysis Bureau (FDRAB). As a result of the current
economic downturn, California is facing both decreased revenue and increased need for
services. In an effort to reduce administrative burdens for counties, the California
Department of Social Services (CDSS), after meeting with the County Welfare Directors
Association (CWDA) and county representatives, has identified an option available to
county welfare directors to reduce the monthly workload associated with county work
participation rate (WPR) data collection for E2L.ite.

The primary purpose of the E2Lite sample is to collect data from each county to
calculate county-specific WPRs, which may be used to pass-on a portion of federal
penalties to the counties. This would occur if the state does not achieve the federally
required WPR and sustains a penalty after exhausting all available options to reduce,
delay, or eliminate the penalty, and after any relief is provided in accordance with
Welfare and Institutions Code Section 10544.

CDSS extends an option to the counties which would adjust the sample precision level
to reduce sample sizes, and at the same time, maintain the current All Family and Two-
Parent sampling methodology. The proposed sample precisions are: +/- 3 percent for
All Family and +/- 5 percent for Two-Parent at a 95 percent confidence level. This
option offers workload relief for all counties (except the smallest two counties that would
continue to report 100 percent of their caseloads) while continuing to provide CoWPR



All County Information Notice 1-24-09
Page Two

data for all 58 counties. The estimated reductions are included in the Estimated Impact
of Reduced CoWPR Sample Precision chart (see Attachment ).

Each county will be required to elect a sample precision option by completing the
attached CoWPR Precision Declaration/Waiver (Attachment II). Counties that elect to
reduce the sample precision waive the right to challenge the precision of the resulting
WPR based upon the reduced sample size.

For Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2009, the CoWPR Precision Declaration/Waiver is due to
FDRAB by April 15, 2009 and will be effective for the May 2009 CoWPR sample. For
subsequent years, a CoOWPR Precision Declaration/Waiver will be required to be on file
two months prior to the beginning of each FFY. The election of sample precisions are
irrevocable and will be effective for the entire FFY, with the exception of FFY 2009 in
which they would effective from May-September.

Please submit the completed Declaration/Waiver to:

California Department of Social Services
Federal Data Report and Analysis Bureau
Attention: Karen Kennedy

744 P Street, MS 20-57

Sacramento, CA 95814

FAX: (916) 515-3519

Email: karen.kennedy@dss.ca.gov

Questions regarding this information should be directed to your FDRAB County
Consultant at (916) 515-3525.

Sincerely,

Original Document Signed By:

KAREN CAGLE, Chief
Estimates and Research Services Branch

Attachments

c: CWDA
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February 11, 2009

Attachment |



Attachment I

FEDERAL FISCAL YEAR (FFY) 2009
COUNTY WORK PARTICIPATION RATE PRECISION
DECLARATION/WAIVER

County Welfare Director
certify that | have the authority to enter into binding agreements on behalf of the
CalWORKs Program.

County Agency

| understand the following options are available for the determination of County Work
Participation Rate (CoWPR) sample.

OPTION A. ELECTION TO REDUCE SAMPLE PRECISION LEVEL

Adjust the CoWPR sample precision to +/- 3 percent for All Families cases and

+/- 5 percent for Two-Parent cases at 95 percent confidence level. This adjustment will
likely result in reduced CoWPR sample sizes established by the Federal Data Reporting
and Analysis Bureau.

| recognize that by electing Option A, the CoWPR (based on this reduced sample size)
may have relatively less precision than the rate produced by the sample size based on
the current sample precision and that the option is irrevocable for the remainder of the
federal fiscal year. Because of this possible effect, the county waives the right to
challenge the precision of the resulting work participation rate (WPR) based on the
reduced sample size.

OPTION B. ELECTION TO MAINTAIN CURRENT SAMPLE PRECISION LEVEL
Maintain the current sample precision level for the remainder of the FFY. The current
sample precision is +/- 2 percent for All Families cases and +/- 3.9 percent for Two-
Parent cases at 95 percent confidence level.

Pursuant to All County Information Notice 1-24-09, dated April 1, 2009, I, acting in my
official capacity, elect on behalf of the county to exercise Option in the
determination of my county’s WPR sample.

Signature

Title

Date
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