
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

   
 
 
September 19, 2013 
 
 
COUNTY FISCAL LETTER (CFL) NO. 13/14-15 
 
 
TO:  ALL COUNTY WELFARE DIRECTORS 
  ALL COUNTY WELFARE FISCAL OFFICERS 
 
 
SUBJECT:  FISCAL YEAR (FY) 2013-14 ALLOCATION FOR THE 

ADMINISTRATION OF THE CALFRESH PROGRAM 
 
 
This letter notifies counties of their FY 2013-14 administrative allocation for the 
CalFresh Program.  A total of $577.5 million General Fund (GF) (Attachment I) was 
made available for this program upon approval of the FY 2013-14 Budget Act. 
 
Attachment II provides the program codes available on the quarterly County Expense  
Claim to claim costs to the CalFresh allocation.  Any expenditure exceeding the 
CalFresh allocation will be shifted to county share using State-Use-Only Code 284. 
 
On July 15, 2013, the United States Department of Agriculture Food and Nutrition 
Service (FNS) informed the California Department of Social Services (CDSS) of a 
potential federal fund administrative “target,” which could effectively operate as a cap on 
federal funding.  There are still many unanswered questions about whether and how 
this “target” would be operationalized.  As additional information is received from FNS, 
CDSS will work closely with the Department of Finance, the County Welfare Directors 
Association (CWDA) and the California State Association of Counties to discuss and 
coordinate how the proposed adjustment would be implemented. 
 
As part of the 2013-14 Budget, the provision that provides relief for counties from their 
nonfederal share of costs when counties meet their county Maintenance of Effort via 
CalFresh administrative cost has been extended to June 30, 2014.  See Welfare and 
Institutions Code (W&IC) section 18906.55, subdivision (a) and W&IC section 15204.4 
for reference. 
 
CalFresh Administration Base 
 
In accordance with CWDA’s recommendation, the FY 2013-14 base allocation has been 
adjusted to ensure that all counties were held harmless to their prior year base 
allocation or their four most recent quarters’ expenditure level (September 2012 Quarter 

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/displaycode?section=wic&group=18001-19000&file=18900-18927
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/displaycode?section=wic&group=18001-19000&file=18900-18927
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/displaycode?section=wic&group=15001-16000&file=15200-15207
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– June 2013 Quarter), whichever was greater.  After distribution of the hold harmless 
portion of the allocation, the balance of $42.3 million GF was distributed based on the 
caseload growth from the average monthly caseload of Calendar Year (CY) 2011 to the 
average monthly caseload of CY 2012. 
 
Face-to-Face Waiver 
 
The Face-to-Face Waiver streamlines the application process and improves the 
administrative efficiency of the CalFresh program by waiving the requirement for a 
face-to-face interview at application for all Non-Assistance CalFresh (NACF) 
households.  Counties will conduct a telephone or other out-of-office interview in lieu of 
a face-to-face interview at application for NACF households unless the household 
requests an in-person interview.  This waiver is expected to increase CalFresh 
participation in households where work is a barrier to applying for benefits.  Funds were 
distributed based on a percent-to-total of counties’ FY 2012-13 allocations. 
 
School Lunch (Assembly Bill [AB] 402) 
 
The School Lunch program provides the option for local school districts or county offices 
of education to partner with local county CalFresh offices to identify potential new 
CalFresh applicants.  Pursuant to AB 402 (Chapter 504, Statutes of 2011), households 
that qualify for free or reduced-price school meals will be notified that they may also 
qualify for CalFresh benefits.  With authorization from the applicant, the information 
included in the School Lunch Program application will be shared with the local CalFresh 
county office for consideration of eligibility.  Funds for the School Lunch program were 
distributed to participating counties based on a percent-to-total of each county’s 
caseload data from the California Department of Education. 
 
Semiannual Reporting (SAR) Mailing/Notification 
 
Funding for SAR Mailing/Notification reflects mailing costs to notify affected CalFresh 
recipients who are annual reporting/child-only cases that they will be converting to SAR 
for CalFresh and California Food Assistance Program purposes effective October 2013.  
Funds were distributed using a percent-to-total of each county’s average monthly 
caseload during CY 2012. 
 
SAR Training 
 
Funding for SAR training is associated with the passage of AB 6 (Chapter 501, Statutes 
of 2011), which requires that CDSS replace the current Quarterly Reporting/Prospective 
Budgeting system in the California Work Opportunity and Responsibility to Kids and 
CalFresh programs with a SAR system.  Training costs are necessary to support SAR 

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/asm/ab_0401-0450/ab_402_bill_20111006_chaptered.html
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/asm/ab_0001-0050/ab_6_bill_20111006_chaptered.html
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implementation.  Funds for SAR training were distributed based on the number of 
eligibility workers in each county. 
 
Transferability of Funds 
 
Due to the implementation of AB 118 (Chapter 40, Statutes of 2011), ABX1 16  
(Chapter 13, First Extraordinary Session, Statutes of 2011) and Senate Bill 1020 
(Chapter 40, Statutes of 2012), the transferability of funds between Foster Care and 
CalFresh is no longer available for Alpine, Amador, Colusa, Glenn, Inyo, Lassen, 
Mariposa, Modoc, Mono, Plumas, Sierra and Trinity Counties as in prior years. 
 
If you have any questions regarding this CFL, please direct them to the Fiscal Systems 
Bureau at fiscal.systems@dss.ca.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Original Document Signed By: 
 
FRAN MUELLER 
Deputy Director 
Administration Division 
 
Attachments 
 
 
 

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/asm/ab_0101-0150/ab_118_bill_20110630_chaptered.pdf
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/asm/ab_0001-0050/abx1_16_bill_20110921_chaptered.pdf
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/sen/sb_1001-1050/sb_1020_bill_20120627_chaptered.pdf
mailto:fiscal.systems@dss.ca.gov


ATTACHMENT I

FY 2013-14 Face-to-Face School Lunch (AB 402) SAR Training SAR Mailing/Notification TOTAL

COUNTY Base GF Allocation GF Allocation GF Allocation GF Allocation GF Allocation CALFRESH ADMIN.

GF Allocation

Alameda $21,985,857 $6,796 $135,255 $57,058 $2,078 $22,187,044

Alpine $61,706 $4 $0 $199 $100 $62,009

Amador $572,451 $64 $0 $1,845 $100 $574,460

Butte $4,489,247 $1,857 $0 $11,814 $468 $4,503,386

Calaveras $811,887 $102 $0 $2,300 $100 $814,389

Colusa $258,269 $28 $0 $1,338 $100 $259,735

Contra Costa $14,470,742 $3,559 $0 $29,839 $1,012 $14,505,152

Del Norte $687,736 $113 $0 $3,014 $100 $690,963

El Dorado $2,192,233 $690 $0 $3,141 $217 $2,196,281

Fresno $22,306,491 $11,116 $0 $68,997 $2,759 $22,389,363

Glenn $549,119 $179 $0 $1,329 $100 $550,727

Humboldt $4,819,621 $369 $0 $10,012 $283 $4,830,285

Imperial $3,664,849 $1,738 $0 $9,869 $456 $3,676,912

Inyo $337,355 $40 $0 $2,177 $100 $339,672

Kern $14,056,876 $6,641 $0 $34,624 $1,768 $14,099,909

Kings $1,979,918 $1,238 $0 $6,953 $278 $1,988,387

Lake $1,566,232 $548 $0 $3,560 $171 $1,570,511

Lassen $466,813 $202 $0 $869 $100 $467,984

Los Angeles $159,531,260 $61,531 $1,121,087 $573,442 $16,019 $161,303,339

Madera $2,088,829 $1,369 $0 $4,145 $316 $2,094,659

Marin $2,487,108 $726 $0 $4,130 $183 $2,492,147

Mariposa $351,698 $34 $0 $695 $100 $352,527

Mendocino $2,422,357 $988 $0 $7,841 $250 $2,431,436

Merced $5,609,953 $2,380 $0 $14,946 $672 $5,627,951

Modoc $227,369 $20 $0 $812 $100 $228,301

Mono $312,559 $60 $0 $765 $100 $313,484

Monterey $7,444,067 $1,916 $0 $21,144 $618 $7,467,745

Napa $1,407,848 $416 $0 $3,214 $115 $1,411,593

Nevada $1,370,044 $369 $0 $3,030 $127 $1,373,570

Orange $27,520,412 $3,641 $0 $74,810 $2,699 $27,601,562

Placer $3,861,499 $339 $0 $8,074 $268 $3,870,180

Plumas $325,651 $28 $0 $438 $100 $326,217

Riverside $31,291,420 $10,723 $0 $53,232 $3,520 $31,358,895

Sacramento $28,205,620 $3,567 $0 $50,667 $2,754 $28,262,608

San Benito $715,243 $118 $0 $1,558 $100 $717,019

San Bernardino $41,553,735 $15,532 $0 $121,770 $4,805 $41,695,842

San Diego $37,390,665 $9,617 $0 $62,904 $3,935 $37,467,121

San Francisco $17,569,818 $4,451 $0 $51,554 $1,096 $17,626,919

San Joaquin $6,938,667 $4,844 $0 $18,571 $653 $6,962,735

San Luis Obispo $3,510,339 $1,083 $0 $5,267 $295 $3,516,984

San Mateo $6,392,980 $1,178 $28,178 $11,320 $426 $6,434,082

Santa Barbara $5,621,027 $1,476 $0 $14,877 $433 $5,637,813

Santa Clara $21,870,212 $5,641 $107,480 $48,365 $1,528 $22,033,226

Santa Cruz $4,181,508 $1,428 $0 $7,744 $359 $4,191,039

Shasta $3,687,554 $1,571 $0 $9,992 $417 $3,699,534

Sierra $124,156 $12 $0 $216 $100 $124,484

Siskiyou $1,008,103 $345 $0 $3,093 $100 $1,011,641

Solano $7,416,607 $2,321 $0 $11,936 $625 $7,431,489

Sonoma $5,908,704 $1,916 $0 $8,361 $590 $5,919,571

Stanislaus $11,009,075 $4,249 $0 $23,266 $1,282 $11,037,872

Sutter $1,212,213 $619 $0 $5,393 $162 $1,218,387

Tehama $1,203,970 $548 $0 $4,532 $134 $1,209,184

Trinity $323,083 $32 $0 $891 $100 $324,106

Tulare $11,805,650 $5,499 $0 $26,963 $1,245 $11,839,357

Tuolumne $949,194 $369 $0 $2,950 $100 $952,613

Ventura $9,548,164 $4,023 $0 $27,955 $849 $9,580,991

Yolo $2,784,486 $916 $0 $7,032 $247 $2,792,681

Yuba $1,890,751 $821 $0 $5,167 $188 $1,896,927

TOTAL $574,351,000 $192,000 $1,392,000 $1,552,000 $58,000 $577,545,000

FY 2013-14 CALFRESH PROGRAM ADMINISTRATIVE ALLOCATION 



 ATTACHMENT II 

FY 2013-14 CALFRESH PROGRAM CODES 
 
 

Expenditures reported to the following Program Codes on the quarterly County Expense 
Claim capture costs against the CalFresh allocation: 
 
211 – CalFresh Issuance 
218 – NACF - IEVS 
268 – SAVE Program – NACF 
275 – EFD/P - NACF 
310 – NACF - Fraud 
312 – Fraud - PA CalFresh 
341 – EFD/P - NACF (WFI) 
343 – NACF Eligibility 
344 – NACF Program Integrity 
347 – NACF - Quality Control 
606 – CFAP – Families 
609 – CFAP – Singles 
611 – NACF - Jail Match (SB 1556) 
 
State Use Only Codes 
284 – SUO – NACF – County Overmatch 
298 – SUO - NACF SB90 / CalWORKs County MOE Related 
814 – SUO MOE Excess CF Admin 


