FIELD OPERATIONS BUREAU (FOB)

TRANSMITTAL NUMBER:      99-08 (CA)
November 22, 1999 


TO:
All Field Operations Bureau and Performance Measurement County Quality Control and Corrective Action Staff
SUBJECT/PURPOSE:
Fifteen Percent ABAWD Exemption from Work Requirement Compliance
RELATED REFERENCE:
None

SUPERSEDES:
N/A

EFFECTIVE DATE:
Upon Receipt
BACKGROUND:

An able-bodied adult without dependents (ABAWD) who has used his/her three “free” months and
The three-consecutive month period can still receive food stamps without meeting the work

requirement if he/she is declared exempt by the county. This exemption, which is for a specific
number of cases in each county, is part of the state’s fifteen percent exemption allowed by the 

Food and Nutrition Service (FNS).

The “Quarterly ABAWDs Statistical and Expenditure Report” (Stat 46) indicates that counties are not 

taking full advantage of this exemption. This can have a negative impact on the county’s dollar

error rate because cases that might otherwise be found to have correct allotments (if the exemption

was used) must now be cited as totally ineligible because the work requirement was not met and the

ABAWD was not exempt.

INSTRUCTIONS:

FOB and PMC Quality Control Staff:
Consider the ABAWD exempt from the work requirements if there is a notation in the case
Record showing that his is one of the county’s statewide exemption cases and the notation is dated 

before the sample month pull date. Acceptable phrasing includes but is not limited to ‘County

exempt" or “State exempt” or “Statewide exemption”. If there is no indication that the ABAWD is 

exempt, or if there is a notation and no indication of when the notation was written, cite as ineligible

if the requirement was not met.

County Corrective Action Staff:
Remind line staff and management of this exemption and how it can be used to positively impact a county’s dollar error rate.
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