FIELD OPERATIONS BUREAU
FOOD STAMP UNIT (FSU)
TRANSMITTAL NUMBER: 05-02 (FS)





Date October 31, 2005 



TO:
All Performance Measurement County and Field Operations Bureau Staff



SUBJECT/PURPOSE:
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita  









RELATED REFERENCE:
FNS AN05-27; ACINs I-53-05, I-57-05 and I-61-05; FNS-310 Sections 752-753, 333, and 1320; Transmittal 02-01(FS)     


SUPERSEDES:
None
EFFECTIVE DATE:
September 2005 Sample Month
BACKGROUND:

This transmittal provides the most current information about the Food Stamp Program’s efforts to assist hurricane evacuees and how these policies impact Quality Control review procedures. It is possible that the information below will be superseded by new instructions from the Food and Nutrition Service (FNS).  Counties will be advised of these changes should they occur.  

As a result of the devastation wrought by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, disaster victims (evacuees) are arriving in California.  States have been empowered by FNS to act quickly to provide evacuees with at minimum a full month’s Food Stamp allotment as soon as possible.  FNS expects that evacuees will receive same day or next day service when they apply for benefits and that they will receive the first full month’s allotment within one day.  To assist states in providing benefits, FNS has developed two policies: the National Enhanced Policy and the Expanded Disaster Evacuee Policy.  The National Enhanced Policy covers the first month of application; the Expanded Disaster Evacuee Policy covers the following months, thereby creating a potential for a maximum four-month certification period.  Counties are required to recertify households either during or at the end of the certification period which ends December 31, 2005 regardless of the number of months used.

All active and negative sample cases selected for Quality Control review as a result of receipt or denial of benefits because of the National Enhanced Policy (first month of benefits) are Not Subject to Review (NSTR); those cases in both samples as a result of the Expanded Disaster Evacuee Policy (subsequent month to December 31, 2005) are also NSTR.    
The National Enhanced Policy   (Reviews NSTR)

(Effective for applications received through October 31, 2005)

This policy allows for a one-month maximum Food Stamp allotment for the household based solely on household size and evacuee status.   The household must establish identity (through self-declaration, if necessary) and the County Welfare Department (CWD) must verify residence in one of the disaster areas on August 29, 2005. Additionally, the CWD must provide a supplemental allotment if the original allotment was prorated and provide benefits (if possible) to those households whose applications were denied. As previously stated, these cases are not subject to review.  
Expanded Disaster Evacuee Policy (NSTR) 

Under this policy, evacuees may receive up to a maximum of three months of benefits through December 2005as Expedited Service (ES) cases ONLY if the application is filed before October 31, 2005.  The provisions are as follows:   
(1)  Certification periods are for a maximum of three months, expiring December 31, 2005. 

(2)  All applications are processed as expedited service (ES) cases with verifications postponed through December, 2005. 
(3)  Household composition rules are suspended through December, 2005.  The applicant and family can be certified as a separate household even if they are living with and purchasing and preparing meals with other individuals.  If the original household has split up, the parts of the original household can be separate households.  

(4)  All evacuees are exempt from the work registration, Employment and Training, and ABAWD work requirements through December, 2005. 

As stated above, these cases in both samples are also NSTR. 

 INSTRUCTIONS:

The following instructions apply to disaster cases in the September-December sample months.  (Reviews of these cases are processed in the usual manner effective with the January Sample Month.)  

If the disaster case is in the September-December Active or Negative sample, consider it to be NSTR. 
INQUIRIES:  Michael Bowman-Jones, Program Analyst

Original Signed by Hector Hernandez
HECTOR HERNANDEZ, CHIEF

Field Operations Bureau


















































































