
FEDERAL DATA REPORTING AND ANALYSIS BUREAU
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TRANSMITTAL NUMBER: 04-05 (FS)





November 18,  2004



TO:
All Performance Measurement County and Field Operations Bureau Staff



SUBJECT/PURPOSE: 
Implementation of Vehicle Resource Exclusion/Exemption
  









RELATED REFERENCE: 
ACL 03-66; M.S. 63-501.3(c); FNS-310 Sections 930 and 980

    



SUPERSEDES: 
FNS-310 Section 980; Transmittals 99-06(CA) and 02-02(FS)

EFFECTIVE DATE: 
October 2004 Sample Month


BACKGROUND:

On January 1, 2004, the California Department of Social Services (DSS) implemented Assembly Bill (AB) 231, Chapter 743, Statues of 2003, and subsequently Food Stamp Manual Section M.S. 63-501.3(c) which, in part, provides for the exclusion of all vehicles from resource consideration in the Food Stamp Program. While Quality Control (QC) reviewers have been able to exclude these vehicles, per Section 980 (Vehicles) of the FNS Handbook 310, they have still gathered information concerning vehicle ownership (including Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) checks, equity and fair market values) and other data no longer required for the resource eligibility determination.

To correct this situation, a letter was sent by the Federal Data Reporting and Analysis Bureau (FDRAB) to the Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) Western Region office requesting that the requirements of Section 980 be waived as all vehicles are now exempt, and proposing that vehicles be evaluated as exempt resources per Section 930 of the FNS Handbook 310.  FNS has replied, agreeing with our request and proposal.  Therefore, all vehicles are to be considered exempt resources and evaluated according to the instructions in Section 930.  This change is effective with the October 2004 Sample Month.       
INSTRUCTIONS:

Effective with the October 2004 Sample Month, consider all vehicles as exempt resources and apply the requirements of FNS-310 Section 930 (Exempt Resources). Note in the Q5i Class 222i (Vehicles) Comments Screen that “All vehicles are exempt per state regulation M.S. 63-501.3(c).”
Since this change is effective with the October 2004 sample, all active cases with sample months prior to October must be completed using the “old” methodology; October Sample Month cases that have already been completed using the “old” methodology are not to be re-evaluated using the “new” methodology unless the “old” methodology created an error. 

The current version of the Q5i will continue to show all of the items in Class 222i, which will be closed in the next version. Even though they are open they ARE NOT to be completed; leave the Class blank except for the Comments portion.    
INQUIRIES:

Michael Bowman-Jones, Program Analyst

                                 Systems Maintenance Unit
Original Signed by Joeana Carpenter



    
JOEANA CARPENTER, CHIEF

FEDERAL DATA REPORTING AND ANALYSIS BUREAU 

















































































