STATE OF CALIFORNIA - HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES AGENCY

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES

NOTICE TO ALL FOOD STAMP RECIPIENTS
IMPORTANT — PLEASE READ

Things You Need to Know

Effective October 1, 2008:

« Allof the money you pay for someone to take care of your
children or dependent person, while you work or go to
school, is now used to lower your income. Before, only $175
or $200 (for each dependent) could be used to lower your
income. Overall, your benefits will increase if child
care/dependent care costs you pay are more than $175/$200
for each child or dependent..

« All'tax preferred" saving for education (e.g. #529s) and
retirement accounts (e.g. IRAs) are not used to decide if your
resources are over $2,000 (or $3,000 if you are elderly or
disabled).

e The lowest amount of food stamps for one to two person
households that get cash aid has changed from $10 to $14.
Each yesr there may be a change above $14 because it is
figured on the inflation rate.

e« Ifyou do not use your EBT card for 180 days your benebits
will be put into an inactive account. After 365 days, you will
lose the benefits in the inactive account.

e If you have any paper food stamps you must use them by
June 18, 2009. If you do not, you must contact the county to
change them to an EBT card by June 17, 2009.

You will get a notice about these changes and any other changes
to your household status that makes your food stamp benefit
different than it was before.

If you think we made a mistake in figuring your October benefits
due to the new amounts, you may ask for a state hearing within
90 days of when you got this letter by writing to:

or you may call toll free: 1-800-952-5253. If you are deaf and use
TDD, call 1-800-952-8349. When you ask for a state hearing, you
must tell us why you think we made a mistake. You can speak for
yourself at the hearing or you can have a friend, attorney, or other
person speak for you, but you must get these people to help you.
You may ask for free legal aid at a legal aid office in your area.
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